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INTRODUCTORY 

the   clouds   and   ther*.   cJ**i  j     .    ^°"^  among 
mankind.  ^^'^'^^   *^"^e<J   the   fate   of  all 

nLturl  ^  *^'9°'^'>  -^hich  never  storms 
TTe%Zlt7)lZJl^^^^  earn. 

y    ,  Homer. 

wa?  a  ^re^iToTo^ncLT^^^^^  ^^"^  Olympus 
imagination.  The  Greeks  re^Xl^^u-^"^  *^^  P<^^t's 
mountain  as  the  dwell W  nfil^  worshipped  a  certain 
the  majority  of  pe3  !)fc  °^  *^^  S^^^^,  but  to 
immaterial  as  heaven  ^^"'  "^^^  considered  as 

thatel;^^E\-f;-;;^  it  has  been  discovered 
Cyprus.  It  is  a  l^autif  r/.  '•'^^'  ^°""t  Rantidi  in 
On  the  Hill  Lntl^r^as^^^^^^^^  ^-Q^isite  climate, 

inscribed  with  the  nZs^T^  ^s^^  tu's^ 
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(or  Jupiter)  to  Apollo,  and  one  especially  interestini? 
temple,  built  aroun.!  a  holy  water  nr  '  Jo!  *  ^ 
crated  to  the  worship  of  tL  ocean '^m  Ap^S" 
One  of  the  many  shrines  has  the  inscriotion  "T  im 
consecrated   to   Zeus."   and   another   to  TpoHo    th^ 

thrworsWo^'f  tht'r;^'  investigation  fas  t^ace'd 
wie^  worship  of  these  Gods  as  far  back  as  2000  years 

This  Mount  Rantidi  in  Cyprus,  with  its  ruined 
shrines,  temples,  and  wonderful  broken  statues  is  now 
thought  to  be  the  fabled  Home  of  Thundering  10°^ 
invincible    Mars,  Winged    Mercury,  Apollo     Adonis' 

o? G^ds  IZV/J^  ^'""^  '"  ^^'''  the^-hile  famT; 
^/jn  .K    %i  Goddesses.  On  the  summit  of  this  moun- 

So:,^^ta\na^r  "^"  "^^^'^"^"^  -^  ^- -- 


BIOGRAPHV  OF  THE  GODS  AND  GODDESSES 
FROM  GREEK  MYTHOLOGY 

GODS 

T^^'^^n'o?^^^^^^^  {"P;t-  was  said  to  be 

•^  He  wa5  denominated  rl"  p  1^''  ^'^^  Cybele. 
and  King  of  MenTh.  J  '  ^'''^"'  ^f  ^^^  Gods 
of  dartinf  th'unde^boUs  andtaTa£l?trh1  ^'''^  ^^^^ 
world  in  subjection      HeM^  ^°'^  ^^«  whole 

to  make  himself  inv  sible     For  ^-""''^''^^  the  power 

stated,  he  had  changed  himsdfiiir^".^"''^"^^'  '^  '* 
He  could,  at  will  t.,rr.  ,   "'.^^'t  into  a  shower  of  ^old 

or  both  i;,?o  do  ;bl"e  time''  Ve'^'',  !f  ^  ^^^'^"^  eS 
Heavens.  "'^^     "^  """Jed  supreme  in  the 

wa^sa7d  tfhave'^l^Jll^iSrn  f'  ^''  ^"^  ^""-.  -cl 
The  Goddess  Juno  Q^e^  of  Se.'  "^^•^^"^"s  fashion, 
by  the  Goddess  F  ora  touI2  ^"'  ^^^  instructed 
instantly  came  into  beinl  f^  ^  ^-  ''^'■^^'"  ^ower  and 
and  Ariiies  ^""«^  ^^"  mvmcible  God  of  War 

Jup'lt'errd  his'':!g"ju:o  At  his  '^^l  ?''''  -"  o^ 
him  so  ugly  and  defo/med;  knoctd  h  m  ITrh'"'"^^ 
In  the  fall  he  broke  hi«  wJ^^  °"*  °^  Heaven, 
lane.    Arriving  at  4nX>of'h.'"^''^'^f  ''^'"^•"^d 

HisworkW-r-r^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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them   which  ac,  Z  flensed  ju™te?  hrhe°harH-" 

Apc  Lo,  the  God  of  Poetry    Music  anH   A^f       u 
i^a^ehe  cHa.e,tS  a^^„  off„;i,/.  r^G^-: 

He^r^Go^'^?  urJ"P"T  '"y  *e  Goddess  Semele 
SLd'  o*„tSce  tlZhrl""'  ^'l^  ">  *«  *e  firs 

Therefore  B^chuT  faLTy™  rTprerem^d' arJ"™!*^' 
structed  by  the  Nvmohs    H,  JSI  ^  '^'"S  '"" 

his  sacrifices  becareXy  followed  w°Tv  P"'°™ 
with  songs  and  dances,  A^^'tri'ttrd"  tZSS. 
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•'^^ir  "^™'  ^™"'  Evce.  Bacche,"  meaning 

to1°prpurty'?„d°'  ^°""^'"^  -"  Waters,  said 

to  guard  all  flowing  waters  »nS  I    ■'.  "'  "  "=''"««<' 
springs  and  hidden  streams  '"  """  '°  '''""= 

But  Adonirthen  preferred  Th;  ""  ''"''/"^^  °'  V™"^- 
love  making  and  d£td'tu'''^enr.d°4n'c™'"^  '° 

offhTcSfsZX'on  r°"^  *l  "°^'  ">"«™us 
great  vartay  of  his  ?1^H„°""'  ?/  ^''  '"'"''  ^^  *e 
Jupiter  and  the  G^de«  MaTa'-H»"'J''  ?'  ^°"  °* 
Atlas  who  carries  the  fli;!!'  ''^^'"f  of  the  God 
Mercury  was  to™  on  mS^,T,''''°"  ''^  shoulders. 

most  commonTws  IcesNS'.  r.'"/^"''^''''-  '^''^ 
and  interpreter  of  the  C^t  ,^-  *?    °'  ambassador 

wings  on  his  head  and  fee.  1„'"hL'''^''"f"'>'  "e  had 
his  Caduceus,  or  wand  on  th,v^  '  ''*"''  ""  "■■"« 
serpents  as  a  sign"  f  oea-  IJ      """^  entwined  two 

usually  asserted^hat  K^  fsZ'rl^-  "'"^?  "  '^ 
speech  which  interoreirn^^.l      i  "^'Presentation  of 

to  fly  on  accou«Zherswif,'Ses?''Th  "'■'•''  '"l^" 
more  remarkable  than  speelh  „h  ch  h^s  th,"  ""'""f 
gammg  and  reunitins  the  h^r^   H  "?*  the  power  of 

kind.    Another  of 'hfsX^/«^r.haT"„"f''/'''"r 
Sm^rr^nr-fh^  '°"'^  °'  ^"  ^'^^'"^  Z 
isimpossIK^die'iJnVlSe^lrwitlrilts'c^^^^^^ 
*e  ^ZZt^!");;:^  b  •Z!;;e'';?rt?e''a"S 


Z1 


HELOIS 


m 


Mercury  -^T^l^l\k7'^^^^^^^^^^^  /o 

man  with  the  gift  of  the  skill  of  arcffiut     W 'J 
he  was  the  inventor  of  many  artrwM.i,      ^      .^^^ 
universally  celebrated.    He  was  the  fath Jr  ""^^"^  ^'"^ 
berof  sons  of  which  Icaru<;  wif  i    /        •  °^  ^  """i" 
taught  the  boy  tTmake  win...  V^'^S""*"'  ^^'"^"^^ 
but  Icarus,  i/his^thuZ^  I?  >^  ^^''^^^^^  ^he  air. 
though  much  agains^Ws  fotT^er^  f,  accomplishment, 
too  near  the  sun   which  mdeffh.'^'^'.^Pf'^"^^^^ 
to  fasten  his  wii^s    o    h^f   u     m  '^^'^  ^^  ^^^  used 
death  by  falHng  ifto 't'he  ^L.^'^"^'""     ^^    "^^*  ^- 

GODDESSES 
Go^ira'ndt'n^idlrS^fr  r^HJT'    *'^  Q"^^"    <^^  the 

at  taWe  anT^ured{)Tt  thVi'^'^^"^^'^  ^"^"^^n* 

mede  supplanrd'ht'"  J^'n^  Tafnoti'S  ^'^  ""f"^" 
mess  of  form  and  beautifuTev^s     Sh.  ^^'"  .'*^**^- 

ealous  of  her  husband      A^h         ^  ^^^  notoriously 

dog  covered  with  eyes  on  everv  ?h'""'""^'  ^'•^^'  ^ 
in  watching  the  act£  of  iSr  ^aW^^'  ''"P^°>^^*1 
this  dog's  eves    wTr^    «      •'T,^^'.  ^^«"  ^  part  of 

others  were  ^awalTe'  Mr'^*''^T^  ^'^^  ^^^^P'  the 
monster  b"cS:nd  otFu"^L"'Stv''"1  fl^'j 
It  to  sleep  by  the  sound  of  h?s  flute  T„noT^  ^""^^ 
pense  the  fidelitv  of  h^r  «.  .         -'""°'  t®  recom- 

a  beautiLrpeacock    wh?h'  Trn^"^°n^hosed  him  into 

plumage.  his'mSdeoftes  "P'"^"^^'    ^"    ^*« 

co^mTw  f '"•'^^^'■"^  *^^  ^^^^ss  oi  Love  on  ac- 
count of  her  fascmatmg  powers  and  her  incomparable 
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Passion.  Also  Prianurfh  S^P'^''  9?"^'  °^  ^ove  and 
mention  is  iSdf'nThe  Snl^"^"^  ^^  Gardens,  of  whom 
invariably  sSced  to  h^n  ^  Scriptures.  Asses  were 
Virgil,  l^asted  of  hlvinr'her  fofh.'^  ''^1^'^''^^ 
husband  was  the  lame  God  Vulcan.        ""''^^"''     ^'' 

A!t.^^,  HuTnrrd^H^l^ers^,- 
always  appears  in  hunting  costume  with  l^L  .  ^ 

was  Jupiter,  her  mother  LrnaYeUhereYs'L^t'h" 

or  arrow  in  herO  ^^t^uft^T  "'*  ^  '^"^ 

Shepherd  LdymoTn  who  b??uo!*.ij: '""'  *!."""e 
to  oeroetual  Xm  ™      '  ^  J^P'ter.  was  condemned 

nis  wife  Juno.    Hebe  represents  youthful  beauty. 
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secured  by  the  latter.  °"'^-    ^^^  affections  were 

Bacchus,  the  God  of  Wine        "^  *'  "e'"  °f 
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HELOIS 

THE   CHOSEN    ONE 

A  Four  Act  Drama 
Adaption  from  Greek  Mythology 

Dramatis  Person je 

THE  GODS 

hTloT    ■-".■.■      ■      ■      ^f^^roftheGods 
T)„^  _.         ■      "      "       ^  ne  Chosen  One 

Prometh^.s  -   The  Creator  of  Mankind,  Who  Used 

Mars  ''^  ^'''"'''''  ^^  ^anrf,«;orife 

Bacchus     '-".  ".".■."      "     ^''H '^  Z""" 
Apollo-      -      .      .  CnA    f  m  L""' 

Adonis      -      God  of  Beauty  and  Perfection  of  Form 
The  Lame  God  Who  Forges  Thunder- 
bolts for  Jupiter 
-      The  God  of  Fountains  and  Lakes 
-      -      The  Sleeping  Shepherd 

GODDESSES 

-      -     Queen  Of  the  Gods:  Wife  of  Jupiier 

'u,'J    .^^f"^''^  ""f  ^<^^-  ^ife  of  Vulcan 

Wife  of  Helois:  Mother  of  Heavenly  Twins 

-      Goddess  of  the  Chase:  Sister  of  Apollo 

ri.  TT Goddess  of  Youth 

Daphne,  Hyacine,  Dora,  Flora  -  Minor  Goddesses 
»^upiDS      -      .      Gods  of  Love  and  Passion:  Sons  of 

Vulcan  and  Venus 


Vulcan 

Solon  US 
Endymion 


Juno 
Venus 
Unice 
Diana 
Hebe    ■ 
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LOCALITIES 

Forum  m  Golden  Square,  Celestial  City. 

A  Forest  on  Mount  Olympus. 

A  Street  in  Celestial  City. 

Plateau,  Outskirts  of  Celestial  City 

A  Street  in  Rome,  Italy. 

A  Room  in  a  Hotel,  Italy. 

Hyde  Park,  England. 


Helois    is   pronounced:  He  lo'  is 

Hebe  «  ^  "^  <^«e 

Hyacine  "  SI  ^^ 

Wy  a  cen 


MEL0I5 
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ACT  I 


SCENE  I 

Mount  Olympus  in  Cyprus 

The  Forum  in  Golden  Square,  Celestial  City. 

The  Gods  in  Council. 

J^hI^  r«^>A  ^^ro//;.  Am  I  to  understand 
Helois  thou  hast  resolved  to  undertake  SVe 
stupendous  task  here  outlined?     ""''*^'^*^   *« 

Helois.  With  thy  consent,  O  Mightv  One  T  am 
prepared  to  suffer  for  mortals'  redres?  anddesile  to 
descend  to  mundane  spheres  to  take  ip  the  task  as 
soon  as  practicable.  *^  ^  *^ 

Jupiter.    What  if  we  withhold  our  consent? 
noH^'f'^'^  ^  P'^^  ^^^^'  O  ^^ted  One,  oppose  me 
infinite  wisdom  give  thy  decision  in  favour  of  the 
1  plead.     Human  souls  endowed  with  heavenly  fire, 


I 


^  HELOIS 

tzXfilr^^  teri:S::to  'tir'^^'"-  »'- 

yet  I  would^sacrmcTSenly  bU°s  to  Vn  Z"'^^' 
them  and  draw  them  one  s?4  near"  mv3  to  C 
In  thy  glorious  wisdom  and  power  Tw  fir  J?  ?"' 
shall^weak  and  erring  mortals'^arekl^  Z'^G^^f^ 

otepS^r-MiX^'^afHTaTinr^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

d^^^h-rteT^^d-'ruis^^H^^^^^ 

needs  ?    Ther#.  .'c  «^f     i-^    question  of  Humanity's 
ni!f«.  lu  ^  "°^  ^  ^°^  with  us  that  does  not  de 

^T:t  '?:tX:'i,'L."'dfr:/To"7 ""-",  -^''• 

"foment,  let  me  here  enquire  of  thp«»  haef  ♦!,«..    • 

10  mtimately  associate  with  mortals?    I    as  a  n W 
messenger  of  the  Gods,  know  by  experience  the  hirr" 
ble  conditions  existing  in  the  lower  woHhL^."' 

gea.able;i!^pTh\rfCnd'"  her ''Stf-lhr 
Jan^dp^rin?-.-Sed-£^^^^^^^^ 


HELOIS  3 

acknowledged  the  existlnri^^f  I  ?.      J^°"  ^'^o  ^ast 

calf  •  J  r      "  rev.iize  the  formidable  ta«slf  t 

tion  guide  thy  ardour,  brother  miSr    ^  '^"" 

Helois.    Prometheus,  thou  too  hast  ventur^H  *«  ,^^ 

.n  thy  halycon  days  bestowed?    I?  fhou  deny  "hvse^f'^ 
the  Gods  are  then  placed  on  a  par  with  men  ^  If  ^so  j 
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am  dispirited  and  will  pray  to  l^ecome  like  unto  mortals 
Z.  1        }   ''?°'T    ^    ^"^    ""^'^'^    '°  «?«■"*  myself 

Oh!  Illustnous  Mercury,  lend  me  for  a  moment  thy 
golden  tongue  that  I  may  eloquently  plead  Humanity's 
cause  and  not  oflfend  the  Gods.  ^ 

Jupiter  Beloved  brother,  thou  needst  no  borrowed 
gi  t  to  make  thy  purpose  clear.  We  understand  thee 
full  we  1  and  love  thee  more  for  thy  willingness  to 
submit  for  others  sake  to  fleshly  tortures  to  endeavour 
to  remedy  human  ills.  Thy  tenderness  and  pity  for 
earth  s  miisgiuided  children  appeals  to  us  more  fully 
than  could  the  eloquent  speeches  of  a  million  orators. 
It  IS  our  great  love  for  thee  that  makes  us  appear 
strange;  our  aflFections  are  too  deep  to  readily  a^ree  to 
thy  sacrifice  and  thy  descention  to  the  earth.  Thou 
art  too  precious  in  our  sight  to  be  a  prey  to  mortals' 
villainness  hence  o..r  strong  desire  to,  if  possible 
persuade  thee  from  t.     purpose. 

fJ^.^^?'  ^^  ^^^*  ^""^  ^'^^^y  ^at^«''.  I  thank  thee 
for  thy  tenderness  to  me.  I  feel  overwhelmed.  I  bee 
to  continue  in  thy  good  graces  and  pray  that  thou 
place  no  further  obstacles  in  my  path,  and  in  thy 
great  love  countenance  my  desires  and  plans  that  I 
may  go  forth  to  fight  Humanity's  cause,  confident  of 
successful  issues. 

Jupiter.    My  truest  blessings  on  thy  mission. 
Mercury.    Lo,  who  comes  here? 

[Enter  Unice,  Daphne  and  the  twins 
Aurora  and  Ariel.] 

ha,V.'''f;nn^"  ^f'  ^'^^'^  °"*^'  ^"^  "^y  b^-ethren. 
hoc  1  ^  .^  '^^J*"8r  my  truant  husband  whose  love 
has  cooled  towards  me ;  his  warm  affections  severed 
from  his  mnocent  babies  by  wild  cherished  dreams  of 
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Mercury,  celestials  all    help  ^^^^^  Noble 

keep  him  with  us.  What  carTth  L^  endeavours  to 
of  the  earth  for  the  Lcrifir/if  Tf^^"^  ^'^^'^''e" 
their  dulled  senses  thevw^.L  ?^  ^''°^^^  •  ^'th 
efforts  in  their  ^haif  Z7w  "°'  ''PJ^Smze  his  noble 
vain.     My  anguish  i/'g^^a't."  I  ^^antf  oTt  ''  '" 

^ter,theSup4n^:tb:St^:^-4iS^^^ 

cftea[;t^^^^^^^^^       ^y/ove,  „,y  ,,^     ^^  ^^^^ 

spirit  sorrow,  I  crave  thy  Pardon     R  '^T^^  '^^  §^^"^^^ 
Unice.    At  present  mvc^ff?       ^^  P^^'^nt  with  me, 

times  bew  Idered  Luh  del''  'wT''  *°^^^^-    ^  ^^  ^ 

wrongs  to  be  rTght^d     I  knn^  "^  '""'"'"^  *^°"&hts  of 

to  thee,  but  iTust  ^o    I  wTll^";/"'''"^  "^^^"^  ^"^^ 

wounded  heart  mv  tSautif  J 1  v  "^T^"'  ^°  ^^al  thy 

thy  brother.  ProZtheu  "^11^.'^^;    ?-''^"'  ''eniember, 

-ke  us  ,/,  re^^oS:' tVhet'i^ 

by%t/L7de":^SL^^^^  the%!:rfpari^  l^^j 

us.     I  plead  for  th^..^^'^"^  .^''""^^  '^"'"^n  souls  to 

thy  tr/jlyXj"y\T:s^^^^^  t7,:ttAr' 

andintrfu^hretunX"^^  I  «hall  succeed 

with  vigour  fn  trk^iS^^l^^^'/l^^^^^.f '  -ewed 
heart  mine,  I  leave  thep  fuu\(  u  ^  victory.  Sweet- 
turn  and  iur  fdlows  wS  hi  Sf  ""^  ^-  'P^^^^  ^^- 
babies  and  assis   to  while  awavL  f''  '^'''  T  ^^''' 

that  time  will  seem  t^  fly  unttu  return  ?n  ?  '""''"u^^^ 
again.  ^        '  ^  return  m  love  to  thee 
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Unice.    My  beloved  husband,  my  soul's  true  mate 
thou  asketh  the  impossible !    I  cannot  part  from  thee  I 
Why  should  we  suffer  for  my  brother's  mistake  who, 
to  please  himself,  unauthorized,  fashioned  rude  clay 
and  mfused  it  with  the  divine  afflatus,  thus  endowering 
unregenerated  mortals  with  heavenly  power  and  aspira- 
tions.    Now  the  far-reaching  effects  of  his  rash  act 
falls  upon  the  innocent.     Oh!  My  Helois!  Thou  art 
not  responsible  for  another's  actions.    From  time  im- 
memorial mankind  have  shown  their  inability  to  under- 
stand the  efforts  of  the  Gods  on  their  behalf.    Their 
noble  examples,  their  inspired  prophets,  geniuses,  poets, 
artists,  metaphysicians  and  alchemists  have  all  in  their 
turn  m  every  age  been  condemned,  persecuted    if  not 
tortured  or  crucified.    Leave  erring  Humanity  to  work 
out  their  own  salvation.    It  would  be  a  useless  effort 
a  bootless  errand.    Stay  here,  in  Heavenly  bliss,  with 
our  ba^.es  and  I. 

Helois  Unice,  my  love,  pray  understand  what  thy 
brother  did,  he  did  in  love.  I,  therefore,  feel  in  duty 
bound  to  respect  and  cherish  that  divine  spark  with 
which  he  quickened  his  handiwork.  I  must  to  the 
terrestrial  spheres  to  endeavour  to  awaken  Humanity's 
dormant  faculties,  forces  and  powers  and  in  love  lead 
them  in  truth  and  triumph  to  God  and  thee.  Now  no 
further  try  to  dissuade  me,  love.  My  purpose  is  set. 
I  must  away. 

Mercury.  My  noble  brother,  permit  me  to  inter- 
pose. I  acknowledge  thy  desire  for  mortals'  uplift- 
ment  is  highly  commendable,  and  has  raised  thee  in 
the  estimation  of  thy  fellows,  but  to  my  thinking  the 
time  IS  not  ripe  for  thy  sacrifice.  Mortals  are  unpre- 
pared unpurified.  They  would  resent  thy  teaching- 
call  them  interference.  They  are  strongly  prejudiced 
in  favour  of  their  own  preconceived  notions  of  repent- 
ance and  a  life  hereafter.    They  worship  but  one  God 
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and  are  insatiable  in  their  Ins^  f«. 
any  doctrine  they  cons  der  wof,  /  V-^^^  ^"^  »-«ent 
their  vested  interests  Thevl-  1^^°  '"  opposition  to 
more  ere  they  are  ready  to^rl.?'^  u^-  ^"^  '"^^^^  yet 
loving,  Pure/selZ-sacrting'?^^^^^^^^^^^  ^V\ ^^^^  Jor 
Helois,  content  thyself  here  for  IS'     ^  ^^  thee, 

more  propitious  per'iod^Sr  thy  4'^''^    '"'  ^'''  ' 
eteVnTl'debtor"''  ''^""^^'  ^^  ^^^^  ^Peech  I  am  thy 

/tre"Ss,'t:;id^rceThvsd/'^^  *'°"'  ^  ^-^^*- 

self  same  selfish  mortals    whoif  T  '  ^^^  ^'^h  these 
^r?andre----J--,Wnim^ 

thy^'p^^on '"^\Tmt'^^^^^^^^  I  crave 

tracted  wife  and  moTher  T.^f  .  '•'/^'  ^  P^^''  ^»- 
gins  at  home"?  I  need  mv  h  .rV''^'/'^^^'''ty  ^e- 
babes.  their  father.  TheTe^eauHf'I^I' m"^  '^'''  ^^^^^ 
mutual  love:  they  mute^v  h.!!  I  L.^^''"°"^«  of  our 
See  how  lovely  ^h^yaCear  In  r  ^^''^"^^  '^''^ 
Daphne,  and  their  eyes  dS^H  T^'""^  ^'*^  ^^eet 
forgiveth  me,  and'^d  m"  hla'nd  s'ta?:  ^''  *^°" 
Heaven.    Oh,  command  him  stay?      ''^  '"  P""^^  '" 

Un^cf^'^L  ^  command  thee  cease  thy  nrotesHnc 
n^Z  wo'^lTrequL'h?:  att^  l^^^^^-^^^'rT^^ 
Say  no  more  inlZli^l^ftZTe^  '""^^  ^- 

Unice.     Oh'    V*.  r^ric.        J.  • 
r^t^/tm^  rf^,^/3,).  ^'  ^^''  ^"^t^'n  and  comfort  me 
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The  Mighty  Jupiter  commands  me,  and  my  mind,  like 
a  fixed  constallation  revolving  upon  its  own  axis,  de- 
mands the  fulfillment  of  my  sacred  vow  and  plans.  I 
am  not  insensible  of  thy  great  affection.  I  dearly 
cherish  the  memory  of  thy  full  bounties.  Thy  sweet 
charms  are  as  dear  to  me  as  when  we  first  mated,  and 
I,  like  thee,  love  to  watch  the  fair  unfoldment  of  our 
tender  babes,  but,  Unice  my  treasure:  hast  thou  for- 
gotten that  I  told  thee  I  was  a  born  warrior,  and  rest- 
less in  the  time  of  peace  when  there  are  still  wrongs  to 
be  righted?  When  thy  Brother  Prometheus  endowed 
mortals  with  heavenly  fire,  each  living  soul  received  a 
spark  of  divinity.  Humanity's  cries  for  help  and  re- 
dress are  loud,  long  and  deep,  and  I  feel  the  r"-i:  of 
saviour  developing  upon  me;  and  to  rekindle  iheir 
divinity  and  draw  them  up  to  us  is  my  task,  and  until 
accomplished  I  cannot  rest.  Therefore,  I  pray  thee, 
Unice,  stem  the  tide  of  thy  emotions,  and  part  with  me 
in  peace. 

Unice  (Mngs  herself  upon  her  knees).  Oh,  Helois, 
spare  me :  I  never  can  consent. 

Helois  (raises  her,  and  bears  her  fainting  away). 

[Exeunt,    Helois,    Unice,    Daphne    and 
Twins.] 

Jupiter.  Brethren,  our  sister  Unice  is  sorely  tried 
at  the  proposed  separation.  I  fain  she  had  been  more 
tractable  for  our  brother  Helois  is  admirably  fitted 
for  the  prodigious  task  of  reincarnation.  We  must  em- 
ploy some  means  to  reconcile  Unice  to  the  parting.  If 
any  can  devise  a  plan  do  so  and  let  me  know.  For  the 
present.  Adieu! 

[Exit  Jupiter.] 

Mercury.  I,  for  one,  can  see  no  way  to  pacify 
Unice,  nor  do  I  altogether  favor  Helois'  plans.     I 
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consider  they  are  too  nrematur^     Ti..  : 

ward  will  be  full  of  dan«r    and  ^^^T^'^'  ^"*- 

their  many  religious  beS'and  ureTsiL'V"^"' 

.^s  ..en  Place  ^^'^^-^:,;^ ^^ 

action  I  took     aVp  n^/  fi  •'"^^'fi,^'^  '"  the  course  of 

the  GodsfMy  wor^rea  vT'''^'  the  handiwork  of 

efforts.     I  acted  rashlv    no^  7   J''-  '"^'*^*'°"  "'  P^^t 

manity  withTr!,lrta,  ,^e     I  d"  it 'aid  S'TJ"^  """ 
quences.     Thev  are  nnf  oil  ^'? ,'*  j^^  bore  the  conse- 

possess  beautf  rare  ^ft.  Lh ''''''''  ^^"^  °^  t^em 
Divinities.  ";^e  Tk^^^'ttTey  aTr n  Id'  T!?-  ^'^ 
assistance,  and  I  solemnlv  S  t  ?  "^^^  °^  ^'v»"e 
influence  Helol  moreThJLr.  •'""  l-^^^"  "°*  ^"^^  to 
urgent  need  oTrr Sl'r^^^^^^^^  to  the 

take  the  task  myself  ratW  ?^I     ?t  •   ^  ^^^^<^  "nder- 
the  Gods  disunTed  '"  ^"'"^  ^"  8^"^^^^  or 

thy''p\Tc\"du^cr^"blIt\!;"^  '""  ^^°P^  *°  — 
that  the  present  difficult"^=  T'"  ^"*  ^  ^^a^"" 
same  unXSd  act     ''"'  "'"  *^^  °"^^°"^^  °f  that 

cruel  nano-c     Tu      /'      ^  P^^t  tenderness  caused  me 
cruel  pangs.    They  fastened  me  to  the  rnrt  o^h  t      r 
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parable  strength  of  the  noble  Hercules.  But  I  bear 
no  mahce,  and  if  ever  thou  art  found  in  error  or  mis- 
taken in  thy  julgment  and  have  to  suffer  in  conse- 
quence, I  will  willing  help  thee,  yea!  and  cover  up  thy 
faults  too.  *^     ^ 

\Exit  Prometheus.] 

Mars.    Oh !  Great  interpreter,  hear  me.  Our  brother 
has  given  thee  food  for  thought  in  that  last  fleeting 

S^f^.^  ""^.^^l-  ^'^^^^  ^t  w«"'  then  join  me  in  wishing 
Helois  God-speed."  It  is  high  time,  methinks,  the 
Oods  were  united  and  more  active  in  Humanity's 
cause.  I  will  determinedly  fight  on  the  side  of  right 
and  lend  a  strong  arm  to  brave  Helois'  fortune.  Come 
brothers,  fare  thee  well.  ' 

[Exeunt  all  but  Mercury.] 

Mercury  (soliloquising).    Is  it  possible  I  am  Mer- 
cury?   I,  the  erstwhile  lauded  embassador  of  the  Gods. 
Checked,  flouted,  carped  at,  because  I  differ  in  opinion 
with  my  fellows.     I  know  they  are  mistaken  in  their 
judgments.    Therefore  I  have  dared  to  protest  against 
Helois  being  led  like  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  or  made 
a  peace  offering   for  mortals   to   devour.    Have  not 
Prometheus'  children   done  enough   damage,   caused 
the  Gods  enough  distraction?    Yea,  already  in  human 
history  have  they  crucified  sixteen  saviours.    Thinkest 
thou  they  will  spare  Helois?    No!    O,  proud  Prome- 
geus,  why  didst  thou  deign  to  filtch  holy  fire  from 
Heaven  to  animate  thy  men  of  clay?    I  must  project 
a  plan  to  save  Helois,  even  from  himself.    O,  my  pro- 
phetic soul!  Steady!   Am  I  not  Mercury,  the  trusted 
Messenger  and  God  of  Peace  and  Concord?    Lo,  it  is 
desired  of  me  I  repair  to  Mount  Parnassus,  there  to 
dive  deeply  into  the  grave  problems  of  human  futurity 
and  mmuetly  report  what  in  the  past  ages  the  Gods  in 
their  amalgamated  wisdom  decreed  for  them.    I  know 
It  IS  written  that  Mankind  are  Gods  in  embryo;  that 
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hidden  within  the  secret  recesses  nf  ft,-- 

straight  and  narrow  palh  of  refti.  X  '  h"'^T«  "" 
n«s,  they  can  unfold  iheir  sDirituJl  nl„,  "S^teous- 
their  lost  paradise,  and  e«erTt„  iL  evSL^l'T" 

y   asure    1  have  a  more  congenial  task  on  hand. 
[Extt  Mercury.] 
[Enter  Adonis  and  Daphne] 

en^S  to°1r  Srio-uV™?  I°h7  s=\„7  T 
administer  pure  sedatives  to  a  nymph  sHai?      Tn 

.'"^L'^Tr^^'ni^i!  ,t  ""oic^s.'p^TmeT: 
T      •  I:    u      *  "*'  saintly  one:  prove  mv  worth      T^ 

hroulh'af ,;  tVa°^d  ^  -fr^'. "--"-' pas" 

*y  sUsts^htft';  ro^4ri?e,tr„^^ '°  "-^^ 

My^s^nZstirforS'Klir:^^^^^^^  '  wee. 
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project  IS  most  distasteful  to  his  charming  spouse,  and 
she  m  sorrow  bewails  her  fate.  Poor  dear  f  Well  my 
sweet  nun  I  am  resolved  to  prove  to  thee  my  stead- 
fastness. I  am  not  the  fickle  Apollo,  who  anon  woe 
the  muses  than  thee.  I'll  throw  in  my  lot  with  Helois: 
1 11  accompany  him,  assist  him  in  his  Earthly  exploits 
and  if  possible  accelerate  his  return  by  constant 
repetition  of  the  names  of  Daphne  and  Unice.  One 
word  of  love  from  thee  will  be  a  rare  talisman  that  shall 
disarm  evil  and  give  me  power  of  quick  return.  Say 
the  word.  Sweet  Daphne. 

[Daphne  faints] 

Adonis  (kneels  beside  her,  chaffing  her  hands, 
smoothing  her  brow,  and  kissing  her  lips  for  a  sign  of 
returning  life).  &     "i 

Daphne  (languidly  opens  her  eyes;  slowly  rises). 
Adonis.     Fairest  one  and  best,  art  thou  awake? 
bpeak  to  me,  oh  my  divine  darling,  speak! 

Daphne.     Adonis,  wilt   thou    embark    on  so  pro- 
digious a  mission ;  leave  those  that  love  thee  so  well 
m  sorrow  and  grief?    Then  must  Unice  and  I  both 
grieve  for  our  absent  loved  ones. 

Adonis.  Adorable  Daphne,  dost  thou  confess  so 
much  to  me?  Oh  rapture,  seal  thou  this  admission 
with  one  long  Heavenly  kiss. 

Daphne.  If  I  grant  thee  this  favor.  Adonis,  it  is 
with  the  understanding  that  I.  unlike  poor  distracted 
Unice,  am  not  left  to  mourn  alone. 

vf^^'l^   Graceful  Fairy,  no  power  in  Heaven  or 
tarth  shall  keep  me  from  thy  side.    I  am  thy  devoted 
lover,  henceforth  and  forever. 
[Exuant] 

curtain 
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ACT  II 


SCENE  I 

A  Forest  Near  Celestial  City. 

[Enter  Bacchus,  Hebe,  Flora,  Hyacine 
I^ORA  and  others.]  "yacine, 

BACCHUS.    Fair  ladies,  I  swear  by  my  sceotre 
my  goat  skin  and  my  wine  cup,  I  CI  you^an' 

which   I  am  surrounded?    I'll  take  my  SaThrt* 
^Wet  of  rosy  wme  ,s  as  delightful  as  the  first  Wss  of 

ari^th^f  •  A  ^"•'  '^'"f  '«0'<'<^««  the  senses,  and  lovers 
are  thus  dece.ved ;  for  love  is  blind,  it  is  said,  and  wh,e 
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exhalts  the  mind  under  its  spell.    The  maid  will  sec 
in  the  man  a  noble  being  when  in  reality  he  is  a  beast, 
I  he  man  full  of  wine  will  imagine  his  sweetheart  is  a 
perfect  beauty,  whereas  she  is  truly  plain  of  face 
hence,  wme  deceives  and  makes  lovers  doubly  blind' 
Bacchus.    Adorable  Hebe,  hast  thou  not  many  times 
passed  to  the  Mighty  Jupiter  the  flr  ving  goblet  filled 
to  the  brim  with  the  Gods'  ambrosia,    ectar,  the  wines  ? 
Delightful  hue,  outrivaling  a  youthful  maiden's  rosy 
blush,  more  bewitching  than  tempting  Venus'  fascinat- 
ing smile,  or  Divine  Juno's  matchless  eyes.     Wine  is 
more  entrancing  than  early  love,  and  no  deceiver.    It 
gives  more  lasting  joy  to  its  faithful  devotees. 

Hebe.  Come,  Bacchus,  does  not  thy  cherished  wine 
make  Gods  and  men  mad?  Do  they  not,  under  the 
inHuence  of  its  joyful  treasures,  become  insanely 
loquacious,  proudly  declarative,  rashly  confident 
vehemently  assertive,  maudlingly  mouthy,  supinely  in- 
capable, supremely  oblivious,  or  in  other  words,  dead 
drunk  ? 

Bacchus.     Fair  Mistress,  thy  wit  too  keenly  out- 
shines mine  own.     I  would  rather  take  evidence  of 
wines  triumphs  than  endeavour  to  reverse  by  artm- 
ment  a  lovely  Goddess'  opinion.    Fair  Nymphs,  do  I 
not  bravely  bear  the  wines'  sweet  trophies?    My  timers 
are  they  not  as  lambs?    I  love  the  vine,  the  fruitful 
vine,  the  fount  of  wine  and  love's  sweet  sorcery     I'll 
recount  the  magic  power  of  wine.    Rich,  ruby  wine 
which  quickens  life's  slow  pulses,  makes  the  coward 
brave,  change  age  to  youth  and  make  the  young  more 
gay.     Its  magic  power  makes  the  lame  to  walk,  the 
dumb  to  talk ;  will  banish  care  and  sorrow.    Those  that 
drink  red  wme  will  never  repine  nor  care  for  life's 
tomorrow. 

Hyacine.    O,  Bacchus,  rosy  wine  makes  Gods  and 
Men  to  be  foresworn.     Wine  makes  the  false  more 
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foul.  I  1  never  more  trust  Gods  or  Men.  I'll  for- 
swear nch  wme  forever.  For  now  I  know  Ueat 
Bacchus  can  with  his  magical  wand  marshaniUoys 
and  woes  and  blend  them  into  one  fascinatin/cui  of 
dehcous  wme.  Ill  not  partake  of  wine,  least  fl^cSme 
a  prey  to  charms  or  fears  and  under  it  spe  1  fauSo 
Icthe  hmpid  stream  and  be  destroyed  forever 

or^t.''*'"^"'    ^.u^^^  ">'^^'"^'  b^  "ot  so  unfair  to  wine 

sworn     n7"  ""'t  "'''''  ^^^^'"'"'"^  "^^'^^n  "^ay  beZ! 

and  Men      ?"""  ^  '"!!  '?"^"'"'  '"'''^  '^'  "^'"^s^f  Gods 
and  Men      I  can  and  do  make  royal  sport  of  them 

I  can  k.l  with  wine,  i.e.,  make  helpless.     Sdll    faTr 

maulen,  I  can  and  do  rekindle  the  vital  spark     Yea   I 

know    red    wme    makes  m.n  mad,  lascivious    sweet 

r^lerblinT'^"^  '''''  ^""  --  -  -^^^^ 

Flora  O,  wicked  Bacchus,  I  am  glad  thou  hast  so 
confessed  thy  powers.  I'll  follow  thee  no  more  I  for 
one  W.1  abjure  the  wine  cup.  I  wilUake  to  fa^r 
pastona  scenes.  I'll  tend  the  gentle  sheep  or  Hke  a 
fairy  elf  in  some  rare  sylvan  glaue    disoort    Ji^Lr 

anT^reaTmid"  '?'  '^  °"  '''  ^'^^^'  ^^^  ^^"  S Ue" 
Blt!Tov7trn;^LT^^^^^^^^^^  ^'^™'  '^'^^''^'  o' 

Bacchus.    Ladies,  farewell,  if  you  say  we  must  oart  • 
but  ere  you  leave,  return  to  me  my  heart  ^nd  frnm 

mv'  wine7ll?r^i'^^  ^'"  ^'^-^  orVu  musftls  e"o" 
my  wines  bliss.  Hebe,  sweet  Goddess,  pray  pass  me 
thy  fairy  bowl.  Let  us  drink  to  the  iinc^the  LT 
tiful  vne;  come,  toast  it  and  christen  it,  in  bright  red 

.rSr^'  V  "^^  ^f."^'  '^  "'"St  be  forever.  My  sisters 
lorsake  thee.     We  are  young  and  happy.     We  will 

Ife^'foro^^^'lf"'^  ^°°^'  '''"^  ^^^  s^Sfpler  joys  o 
lite.    I,  for  one,  will  never  condescend  to  become  a  wife. 
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Bacchus.    Now  I  find  I  am  out  of  favour,  and  if  I 
could  only  please  you  all,  I  would  gladly  take  a  weight 
of  care,  if  assured  of  the  companionship  of  Nymphs 
so  fair.     Do  not  desert  me,  ladies!     Stay,  oh  stay! 
Life  would  be. as  naught  if  thou  went  all  away.    Come 
taste  the  red  wine;  it  will  cheer  you,  and  be  assured 
It  will  never  deceive  you.    Men  may  deceive,  but  not 
the  full  bowl      There's  nought  to  compare  with  joys 
divine  as  a  deep,  deep  draught  of  the  crimson  wine. 
Recall,  remember  the  first  kiss  of  love,  then  full  pas- 
sion s  sigh,  reciprocation's  dove.     Now  all  these  de- 
lights be  rolled  into  one,  that  one  intensified  twenty 
times  o  er,  yet  could  not  convey  the  pleasure  sublime : 
when  you  drain  to  the  dregs  a  cup  of  rich,  sparkling 

Bacchus  sings: 

O,  come  and  trip  it  on  the  green. 
Ye  fairy  nymphs  of  godly  mein; 
Come,  drink  of  wine  abundantly. 
And  let  your  hearts  beat  merrily: 
That  I,  great  Bacchus,  king  of  all 
The  joys  of  human  kind  befall. 
May  drink  of  love  from  sparkling  eyes 
And  smiles  that  softens  lovers  sighs. 

Oh,  fill  the  cup,  let's  all  be  gay— 
And  throw  depressing  cares  away. 
Let  every  voice  with  joiial  sound 
Sing  blithely  to  our  merry  round. 
Let  Flora,  Dora,  Hyacine, 
And  Hebe,  toward  the  grape  vine  lean. 
Then,  O,  we  all  will  merry  be. 
In  friendship,  love  and  revelry. 


(Chorus:  Evoe,  evan  ivoe,  Bacche.) 
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[Enter  attendant  Nymphs,  Fairies,  bearing 
grapes,  vtne  leaves  and  garlands  of  flow- 
ers sxngmg"Evoe,  evan,  evoe,  Bacche" 
All  jotn  m  singing  and  dancing;  great  en- 
thusiasm and  sport.    Bacchus  decorated 

Nymph:T  "'  ^"^"   ''  *'' 

[Exaunt] 

CURTAIN 


SCENE  II 

Another  Portion  of  Forest. 

[£n/^r  Diana  accompanied  by  six  Nymphs 
atttred  m  hunting  costume,  equipped  with 
th^chMeT''^  ««^  (arrows,  prepared  for 

^o^Tht  ^S""^'  "7  r^'^y  "'^'^^"S'  ahunting  we  will 

fway  over  Sr!  °\'^'  '^'^l  ^""^^^'^  ^orn  has  dTed 
away  over  the  sweet  resounding  hills.  We  must  not 
terry,  but  h,e  away  to  the  forest  glades,  wh(^e  wealthy 

fnnT  f^  f  "^^'"  '^^^^  ^'^^Jtefs  the  plaimirhinds 
and  tender  fawns.  We  will  follow  the  rairof  ?h^ 
fal  ow  deer,  through  the  woodland  delfs  in  amh,  .h 
wait  or  the  lusty  buck,  when  he  comes  to  drink  Tt  the 
sparkhng  brook.    Hunting  is  such  merrv  snort  nth.r 

re^^S^rSf^'  ^,3^  V  -^S^arfaitWe 
Saught  bm's^^rt  irtru^i!^"^'^'  ''  ^'^"^  ^--'  ^^ 


■  jSikkT'-  :.  *.  v>. 


ifJt'rKt^i 
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First  Nymph.  Sweet  Diana,  we  are  forever  bound 
to  thee.  The  fleet-footed  deer  we  will  follow  through 
sylvan  groves  and  meadows  green,  or  ascend  the  moun- 
tains steep  to  scent  the  morning  air.  To  thy  favouring 
fortunes  we  will  adhere,  and  be  led  by  sport  and  the^ 

Nymphs  (in  chorus).  Aye,  Great  Goddess,  we  will 
follow  for  love  of  the  sport  and  thee. 

Diana  Well  said,  my  faithful  maidens:  and  be 
assured  by  me,  there  is  more  danger  in  the  company 
of  one  male  than  twenty  wild  boais,  or  a  herd  of  bucks 
A  simple  maiden's  heart  may  be  pierced,  by  a  chance 
cupid  s  dart,  and  a  faithless  swain  will  jeer  at  the  pain 
1  pray  you,  then,  forswear  the  company  of  Gods  and 
Men,  hold  to  naught  but  the  merry  chase  and  the 
trail  of  the  slender  deer.  Halt!  Who  comes  here, 
rashly  breaking  upon  our  privacy? 

[Enter  Apollo,  Solonus  and  Mercury.] 

Apollo  (sounding  a  hunter's  horn).  Good  dav 
sweet  sister.    Nymphs  fair :  a  merry  greeting. 

Diana.  Thy  courtesies  are  naught  to  us.  Whv 
comest  thou  here  to  disturb  us  ? 

Apollo  My  friends  and  I  have  a  matter  of  im- 
portance for  thy  consideration,  sister  mine:  give  us 
thine  ear.  ^ 

Diana.  I  have  no  desire  to  parley  with  thee  or 
thy  companions.  What  matter  thou  hast  must  wait 
a  more  propitious  period.  My  faithful  band  and  I  can 
no  longer  tarry.  We  must  away,  ere  the  day  grows 
old.    Come,  my  merry  maidens,  follow  me. 

Mercury.  Stay,  Diana,  less  speed,  beauty:  our 
needs  are  pressing  and  effects  thee. 

Diana  What  proposition  canst  thou  present  that 
can  possibly  effect  me,  Mercury  the  Volatile  ?  I  know 
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us  to  continue  our  chase  ^°  ""^  ""y-    P'™^' 

What  canst  thou  do   o  awaken  f^  ""^f  ^^^'"^'^  ^^•'^^• 
found  that  sleep  vLmhl^.it^f^'^T^^'  ^°  P'-^" 

completely  that  ^houc^S  not  te^^  "^^"^'^  '° 

coyest  thou  here  to  r^^L^t'tl  hisTeS^^ 

acWiedged  fh^t  thy  t!'s%"r  ^^"  ^^^  ^^^^^ 
awaken  thflover  and^restor;  v^  !  ^"u^  ^'■°""'  ^^""°t 

aroused/The  envious  tIoT'''^^"-,  ^'  "^^^  ^ 
the  queen  of  belulv  vVin  'if  P'-^^^^'^'ed  herself 
for  the  golSenl?rdYe  Ihe  n^Hr/,^  the  graceful  Venus 

Gods  to  the  one  wholw^ acSal^K^^'r'^  ^^^  *^^ 
A^o«/,am7.  The  Deerle«  vl,?  •,?  ^  a^^^nowledged 
forest  on  her  w^v  to  ^h^  ?.  "^'^  P''  '^'°"gh  this 
will  meet  to  fudgSherelativr^r  ^^^T.^he  council 
petitors.  The  lovelv  Venu,  h.  ""■  °^i^"  ^^''  '^^n^" 
Solonus.  and  Z^ihTr^Z^^^T'^^  '^^  ^'"^^her, 
here  to  invite  thee  to  f hi  ^'"^^^^^^o^'s   and    we   are 

support  of  Venu  '  cTaims   'S^rd'  ^^^  '^  *^^ 
quest?  «-iaims.     jjost  understand  the  re- 
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but  that  she  will  be  crowned  the  Queen  of  Beauty 
without  my  intervention.    Pray,  let  me  pass. 

SoLONus.  Sweet  Goddess  of  the  Woodlands,  per- 
mit me  a  few  words.  I  beg  thee  for  thy  own  sake  to 
acceed  to  the  Illustrious  Mercury's  request  and  enhance 
the  assembly  at  the  coming  contest  by  thy  fair  pres- 
ence and  vote  in  favour  of  Venus.  Thy  practical 
ability  and  thy  pastorial  freedom  proclaims  thee  a 
natural  beauty  without  a  rival.  Come,  thy  promise  to 
meet  as  at  the  Forum. 

Diana.  Spare  thy  compliments,  good  sir.  I  re- 
quire no  praise.  I  am  myself  and  when  I  make  up 
my  mind  I  am  then  invincible.  I  refuse  to  be  a  puppet. 
There!  Begone! 

Apollo.  Do  be  reasonable,  sister  mine.  We  are 
here  for  thy  benefit.  Solonus  means  good.  He  is 
brave  and  true  and  as  keen  a  sportsman  as  thou  could 
desire.  We  are  not  here  to  parley  with  thee  or  doubt 
thy  invincibility,  but  we  need  thy  presence  and  vote 
at  the  contest,  and  intend  to  have  it.    So  come,  agree. 

Diana.  Apollo,  thou  are  a  renegade.  I'll  not  be 
compelled  by  thee.  Why  should  I  witness  bold  Venus' 
victories?  She  has  worked  destruction  enough  in  the 
past  with  the  minds  of  Gods  and  men.  Her  wicked 
urchins,  the  Cupids,  have  ruthlessly  pierced  the  hearts 
of  innocent  maidens  for  fun  and  laughed  in  glee  to 
see  them  squirm  and  faint  in  love's  wild  delirium  to 
their  own  undoing.  Plead  with  me  no  more,  fair  gen- 
tlemen. I  cannot  attend  the  farce.  I'll  follow  my  own 
devises  and  inclinations.  Eschew  enchantments  and 
mockeries,  adieu! 

Solonus.  Noble  Goddess,  in  spite  of  thy  indictments 
and  appearing  tireson  %  I  must  protest.  Thou  art 
really  unkind  in  thy  scathing  criticism.  I  know  for  a  fact 
that  the  fair  Venus  worships  at  thy  shrine  and  prays 
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Uupplant  her  and  deride  her  exoui..>r'""'"'  '° 
I  beauty.  exquisite   diarms  and 

beauty's  laurels.    I  am  free  from  such  follv     J"^  "^'fP 

[merry  chase.     Come    mv  f,[fv.7  ?  u     i^  Y"    ^  ^o^e  the 

away^  Quick,  ICe'spTedf^'''"''''  '""''  '''  "^  ^^^^ 


Hast 


ir  °''?^*'  /"■•80"en,  O  heavy  woe!  O  mv  GoH  I   if 
[I^could  no.  remember,  cruel  l&ercury  "wT^  ?his  j o" 

(beauty,  shoo?!  '     '  '^'"^'-    ^^^"  ^^«  him  now, 

(SoLONus,  by  striking  a  rock,  has  caused  a 
volume  of  water  to  How.  Diana  draws  a 
bow  at  venture,  let  Ay  the  arrow) 

J)roud  iS^nl  Tu  1  ,  T""""  "o^  away  in  scorn 
Cd  Us'i  Perchan7  h  '^''^f  ^^^^^"^  ^^  ^^^P  -"d 
fhou  vilTaeree  to  nf  '^"-^^  awakened  soon.  If 
I  ^  ^^'^^^  *°  ^°  "^y  biddmg,  I  can  solemnly 


"t^'iJB^XU'-..- 
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promise  to  restore  tc  thy  aching  arms  thy  long  I 
shepherd  boy.  Dismiss  thy  Nymphs.  Discover  o  i 
his  hiding  place,  and  I'll  unfold  my  plans. 

[Exeunt  Nymphs.] 

Diana.  Follow  me,  O  Eminent  Mercury !  If  I  : 
-eal  to  thee  the  secret  chamber,  wilt  thou  be  true  a 
never  betray  my  trust?  I  would  not  loose  that  sw< 
physical  form  to  be  crowned  Queen  of  Heaven. 

Mercury.  Fear  not.  Have  confidence.  I  swe 
to  thee  I'll  never  reveal  where  thou  hast  conceal 
him.    Show  me,  I'll  not  deceive  thee,  mistress. 

[Diana,  with  a  supreme  effort  and  gre 
strength,  rolls  from  the  mountain  side 
huge  stone,  revealing  in  a  deep  recess  t. 
recumbent  form  of  the  sleeping  youth 

Diana.  Great  Mercury,  this  is  the  sepulchre;  th 
firm  rock,  his  tomb.  Here  lies  my  precious  treasui 
Here  he  rests  and  never  stirs,  sighs  or  moans;  sti 
still  as  death.  O,  marvellous  sleep  that  counterfei 
cruel  death  so  completely!  Ten  thousand  kisses,  ye 
more,  have  I  pressed  to  his  unresponding  lips ;  bath( 
his  sweet  countenance  with  my  scalding  tears;  ma( 
the  welkin  ring  with  vain  repetition  of  his  name,  to  r 
purpose.  He's  dead ;  dead  to  love,  light,  life  and  m 
What  can  I  do  to  awaken  him  ?  For  deep  and  lastir 
is  my  woe.    Oh !  Oh  I  Oh ! 

Mercury.  Weep  no  more,  Diana.  Constancy  is 
precious  jewel,  a  bright  gem  in  the  soul  of  a  virtuoi 
women.  Such  love  as  thine  is  immortal.  And  in  pn 
portion  to  thy  sorrow,  so  must  thy  joy  be.  Thy  lov< 
shall  awake.  Take  heed.  Who  thinkest  thou  could  bett€ 
move  the  mighty  Jupiter  to  break  his  vow  and  releas 
Endymion  from  his  profound  sleep  than  the  reignin 
Queen    of  Beauty?     Thou    knowest    full    well    th 
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t^e^pfL'^cf'sw^^^^  "h^*^^  ^?//  Venus  wins 

Beauty's  Queen     The„%f^^^^^^^  ^J«  ^  crowned 

bestow  favours  Great  Tun  t/r  * 'n^'^"  f^"  ^^'^  ^^ 
Come.  now.  lady  X  wouW  J  i"^""^  ^^'  "''^»''"^- 
the  coveted  iirdle?   Sh^  Jh  "k       ^^°" /ather  gained 

Endyn^on  t?;tpetu'a,%tp'^r^rro^r^^^^^ 
from  thee,  would  fre^  him  fJ    "Zt.         ^°^  *  word 

Diana,  ti,;dcc,l„,  what Tay^n'hou?  """"•     '^°«' 

Mercury.     Well  said  Diana      A^^    u 

f£n/^r  Venus] 

[Venus  gracefully  reclining  in  her  silver 
gondola,  drawn  swiftly  through  tZ 
t^f.  ''"^  T''  ^y  «  ^«'W  snowy  whUe 
v^upiDS.    Fair  Naids  jwi/^   a/   her  and 

fcort     rUt    till  •    ,"'""'•     '  nwd  thy  pract  caJ  suo- 
^»V.?in  rivil?i°lJ""°  "ir  PT'^™'<"  herseW 
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thy  presence  at  the  council  meeting  and  thy  vote 
niy  favour.    May  I  rely? 

Diana.     Thou  mayest,  fair  Queen.     I  am  at 
service.    I  desire,  however,  to  request  a  favour. 

Venus.  Ask  anything,  Diana.  If  it  is  in  my  po\^ 
it  is  already  granted. 

Diana.     Admirable    Queen,  if   thou    win  the  1; 
rels,  I  pray  thee  importune  the  Mighty  Jupiter  to 
lease  Endymion,the  Shepherd,  from  the  awful  thrald 
of  perpetual  sleep  to  which  he  was  condemned,  and 
my  eternal  debtor. 

Venus.  Thou  needest  not  humbly  crave  the  bo 
sweet  Diana.  I  pledge  thee  my  word,  if  thou  v 
faithfully  support  me  in  my  claim  and  I  triumph,  I  v 
beg  the  Great  Jupiter  to  restore  to  thee  thy  long  1 
lover. 

CURTAIN 
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ACT    III 

t 

SCENE  I 

The  Forum,  Mount  Olympus,  Cyprus. 
[Enter  Jupiter,  Prometheus,  iMars  and 

OOLONUS.J 

(Prometheus  believes  himself  still  unforHven 
forhts  act  of  animating  his  men  ofclav 
wuh  Heavenly  flame,  and  appeals  bv  pel 
twn  to  Jupiter,  pleading  that  if  fmher 
Pumshment  be  meted  out  to  him  that 
mankind  be  uninjured,  so  that  the  inno- 
cent  may  not  suffer  for  the  guilty.  The 
scroll  was  mislaid.    Mercury  finds  it.) 

JUPITER.    We  are  here  for  a  solemn  puroose  to 
nnM"^p   the  practical   part  appertaining  To^r 

dis^JLTJ"    ^M^^  •^"Pt!*^'"'  "^y  ^^^""'^t  ''  at  O""-  brother's 
disposal.     My  mighty   car   with   the   noble   Pegasus 
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will  speed  to  the  Earth  with  great  velocity.    I'll  help  h 
swift  descent,  if  that  will  benefit  him. 

Jupiter.  It  will  help  considerably.  He  will  1 
quite  invisable  to  mankind  until  he  is  on  terra  firn 
in  his  robes  of  more  solid  flesh  and  clothed  in  orthodc 
fashion.     I  have  arranged  for  that. 

SoLONus.  O,  Mighty  King,  I  have  planned  tl 
deluge  to  follow  in  his  wake. 

Jupiter.    Good !   All  is  well.    Mercury !    Where 
Mercury?     We  need  his  valuable  assistance. 

[Enter  Mercury;  with  open  scroll,  reading 

Mercury.    O,  Great  Jupiter,  God  of  Gods,  King  c 

Kmgs,  Mightiest  of  the  Mighty,  whose  kingdom  an 

power  is  from  everlasting,  whose  glorious  majesty 

supreme  in  the  Universe,  I  appeal  to  thee  for  thy  divir 

forgiveness  for    all    my    sins,  transgressions  and  ir 

iquities.     If  my  sin   of  endowing  mortal   clay   wit 

eternal  life  is  unpardonable,  I  pray  thie,  in  thy  ir 

finite  mercy,  let  the  punishment  fall  alont  upon  m* 

Spare   my   heipless   babes,    innocent   Humanity.     Al 

mighty  God,  let  my  sufferings,  my  remorse,  and  th 

haunting  memory  of  Caucasus  be  the  atonement.  There 

fore,  I  beseech  thee,  deliver  Mortals  from  evil.    Let  th 

glorious  inspiration,  like  a  golden  shaft  of  Heavenl 

light,  penetrate  and  illuminate  the  gloom  of  Earthl 

ignorance  and  sin  that  by  its  transcendent  radiance,  Hu 

manity  may  be  guided  to  Heaven  and  thee.    To  th' 

honour  and  glory  forever  more. 

Prometheus.    The  missing  petition-    I  lost  it,  Mer 
cury. 

Mercury.     I  found  it,  Prometheus.    Great  Jupiter 
it  is  now  delivered  to  thee.     (Presents  the  scroll.) 
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Jupiter.    Pray  me  no  more,  Prometheus.    Thou  art 
gTiircSli?;„'.°"^'-     ^"^  '^'''^^'^  ^^  ^-  %  -is 

I    Fate!'""''"''     ^    ^"""^'^    '^""'^    tJ^^^'    Heavenly 

I 

•;       Jupiter.    Mercury,  we  entrust  thee  to  follow  closely 

the  fortunes  of  our  beloved  Brother  Helois  even 
I  after  he  has  descended  to  the  Earth  spheres  and  keen 
*   men'lf  '"/^'■"''^  concerning  his  requiremems    move? 

ments  and  successes.  I  desire  every  God  to  render 
I  He  01s  service  and  assist  him  with  their  powers  We 
I   feel  anxious  that  his  important  task  have  the  accom! 

phshment  it  desires,  and  that  Humanity's  cause  be 
I    spiritually,  materially  and  effectually  benefitted 

'   anJ^after'tL  u'"^^  •^"P'*"'"'  l^"^  ^^^  ^^y  commands 
and  after  the  beauty  contest  devote  my  whole  time  to 

.  the  furtherance  of  Humanity's  Cause  as  thou  wTshes 
At  present  there's  a  feminine  divinity  in  the  else  as 
thou  well  knowest  everything  else  gives  place 

Jupiter.  Ha,  the  eternal  feminine.  Thou  well  re- 
minded me  of  the  contest,  my  son.  There's  a  sub- 
hme  charm  about  female  loveliness  that  enraptures  th^ 
senses  and  compells  affection.  I  shall  not  stay  for  tha? 
important  ceremony,  however.  I  would  the  illustrious 
assembly  decided  uninfluenced  by  my  presence  Each 
rodd'""''  r!^''  ^^  ^''  J"^^^"t  and  decTde  whtch 
souvenin        "^^  ''"''"  *''  ^""°"'-  ^"^  ^^e  prettj 

[Exit  Jupiter] 

x>r?^°^l^""^-  Is  't  not  gratifying  to  find  the 
M^ty  Father  so  favourably  ^dispoLd^o  Helois' vn! 
Z2  ^"^  "V^^'r^  ^°  sacrifice  any  pleasure  to  the 
bro  her'"'n  °^  """^Jl^ity's  Cause.  Mercury  my 
brother,  call  on  me  if  thou  need  further  assist-nce 
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Mercury,  Fear  not,  Prometheus,  I'll  not  forge 
thy  offer.  But  for  the  coming  contest  I  should  no\ 
be  at  Mount  Parnassus  studying  the  pros  and  cons  o 
mankind's  wants  and  woes.  I  must  say  thy  childrei 
are  proving  very  troublesome.  Their  demands  are  un 
ceasing.  They  cry  incessantly  to  the  Gods  for  help 
making  such  a  clatter  that  our  peace  is  seriousl; 
menaced.  They  are  never  satisfied.  They  have  end 
less  Earthly  material.  They  use  nature's  marvellou 
powers  for  their  worldly  advancement,  and  many  o 
nature's  forces  are  made  subservient  to  their  wills 
They  till  the  land  with  steam  and  electric  implements 
rule  the  seas  and  oceans,  travelling  on  them  in  iroi 
ships.  They  have  made  a  conquest  of  the  illimitabl 
air  and  have  made  machines  that  fly  and  go  to  sucl 
an  altitude  that  it  would  seem  they  mean  to  reach  u 
here  at  high  Olympus.  Their  ambitions  are  unsatiable 
their  efforts  untiring.  They  are  sighing  for  othe 
worlds  to  conquer.  They  may  yet  succeed  in  find 
ing  us. 

Prometheus.  True,  O  Mercury.  Mortals  are  in 
deed  aspiring.  True,  they  have  conquered  the  viewles: 
winds  and  with  mechanical  wings  have  sped  at  wil 
through  the  limped  air,  sailing  at  a  very  high  altitude 
accomplishing  with  ease  what  thy  son  Icarus  failed  t( 
do :  return  intact  to  terra  firma. 

Mercury,  Save  thy  jibes,  Prometheus,  Thou  has 
ever  a  parlous  taste  for  ill-considered  speech  and  ac 
tion,  I  need  no  reminder  of  my  incomparable  loss 
Alas!  My  lovely  boy,  the  fairest  flower  of  all,  dead 
killed,  trying  to  fly,  while  sinning  mortals,  they  chil 
dren,  succeed.  My  sweet  babe,  my  darling  boy,  failed 
O,  heavy  loss,  unsupportable  woe.  Thy  shot  has  told 
Thy  arrow  went  home ;  thou  hast  won  the  point  in  thi: 
encounter.  Beware,  Prometheus,  I  may  win  in  the 
next  count.    Steady,  I  forgive,    I  must  away.    Am  1 
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not  the  winsome  Venus'  trusty  friend  ?  She  lacks  the 
girdle.  I  must  no  longer  tarry  for  she  must  be 
crowned  Beauty's  Queen. 

Promethues.  Great  Mercury,  one  moment  stay. 
Thou  art  ever  ready  to  have  a  tilt  at  me.  I  have  been 
ILT"  !2  many  times  to  wince  under  the  stinging 
lash  of  thy  merciless  eloquence.  Now  I  will  speak  at 
any  cost  I  assert  thou  art  rash  and  ill  advised  to  so 
materially  assist  the  wanton  Venus  to  win  the  coveted 
prize  which  should  by  divine  right  go  to  the  matchless 
Juno.  Again,  I  cannot  see  why  a  dispute  between  two 
jealous  Goddesses  should  for  the  fraction  of  a  second 
interfere  with  the  vastily  more  important  work  of  re- 
ports upon  Humanity's  Cause. 

Mars.  Hear  me  I  here  interpose.  I  have  waited 
more  or  less  patiently  to  speak  my  mind.  Prometheus 
who  made  the  judge?  Mortals'  affairs  are  geS 
a  good  share  of  the  Gods'  attention,  and  our  fellow! 
are  unanimous  in  their  opinions  and  willingness  to 
assist  to  unravel  the  tangled  >yeb  of  human  fate.  The 
Goddesses  are  the  first  consideration  and  I  assert 
that  this  coming  contest  is  of  vital  importance  to  us  all. 

JfllV^^l^^T^-    7^°"  enquirest  who  made  me  judge. 

Mighty  Mars.  I  have  never  been  flirting  Venus' 
dupe.  She  has  never  bewitched  me  nor  mocked  me 
with  her  wanton  wiles  as  she  did  thee,  and  after  thv 
proudest  conquests,  too.  ^ 

Mercury.  Permit  me.  I  challenge  thee,  Prometheus, 
ihou  appears  eager  to  oppose  us  all.  I'll  leave  my 
attairs  for  the  nonce.  Come  now,  brother,  I'll  tell  thee 
why  thou  hast  not  succumbed  to  the  winsome  Venus' 
Charms  and  dalliance.  Because  she  never  enticed  thee 
Wever  cast  one  melting  glance  from  her  lustrious' 
azure  eyes  at  thee.    Thou  hast  never  been  under  the 
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spell  of  her  witching  favours  or  I  here  stake  my  cadi 
cus  (insigna  of  office)  had  she  but  faintly  smiled  an 
looked  at  thee,  thou  wouldst  have  gladly  been  in  h< 
toils  and  accounted  it  bliss  to  have  done  her  slighte: 
bidding. 

Mars.  Splendid  sentiments.  Thou  hast  well  d< 
fended  the  position,  Great  Mercury.  I'll  forgive  m 
brother,  knowing  full  well  his  irreparable  loss.  I  re 
assert,  however,  the  Goddess  Venus  k  Nonpariel.  Sh 
should  without  hesitancy  be  given  the  palm  and  b 
crowned  Empress  of  Beauty  and  receive  the  covete 
girdle. 

Solon  us.  I  readily  acknowledge  the  fair  Venus  i 
brightly  attractive  and  her  bewildering  beauty  migh 
well  corrupt  a  saint.  She  is  peerless  and  incompar 
able.  Let  us  agree  to  diflFer  if  we  cannot  see  eye  h 
eye.    I  beg  there  be  no  serious  quarrel  between  us. 

Prometheus.  Pardon  me,  my  beloved  brethren,  i 
I  have  offended  I  pray  thou  wilt  all  have  patience  witl 
me  and  overlook  my  faults.  I  am  not  disputing  fai: 
Venus'  entrancing  beauty,  nor  doubt  the  perfec 
symmetry  of  her  form.  But  I  still  contend  that  Roya 
Juno's  majestic  and  moral  beauty  outweighs  Venus 
sensual  charms  and  clearly  entitles  her  to  the  laurels 
The  Mighty  Jupiter  will  be  pleased  and  indirectl) 
exalted  if  his  wife  wins  the  prize.  I,  for  one,  woulc 
rather  propitiate  and  exalt  Jupiter  and  his  lovelj 
spouse  than  for  mere  fancy  tickle  the  vanity  of  flirt- 
ing Venus  by  giving  her  the  palm. 

Mars.  I'll  hear  no  more.  Each  God  to  his  own 
opinion.  But  I  hereby  declare,  nay,  more,  I  swear  it; 
Venus  shall  be  crowned  Beauty's  Queen  and  wear  the 
golden  girdle.    There ! 

[Exeunt  Mars,  Mercury  and  Solonus.1 
[Enter  Bacchus  and  Vulcan,] 
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Prometheus.     All  hail,  friends:  welcome.     What 
news  of  Helois  and  Unice  ? 

Apollo.     Good  news!    In  brief,  we  have  accom- 
plished our  mission.  Hear,  Prometheus,  how  we  found 
the  loving,  faithful  pair.    It  is  quite  a  story  but  I'll  re- 
count It:  After  a  long  journey,  Bacchus  and  myself 
discovered  their  Heavenly  retreat.    What  a  vision  of 
exquisite  beauty  met  our  joyful  gaze.    The  gorgeous 
palace  of  glistening  white  marble-a  most  magnificent 
structure— ornamented  with  massive  pillars  of  chased 
goIH  inlaid  with  jasper,  )>eryl,  onyx,  mother  of  pearl 
anu  precious  stones  of  every  description.    This  splen- 
did   building,    with    its    immense    piazza,    pergolas, 
turrets  and  towers,  erected  amidst  most  glorious  sur- 
roundings    Velvety  lawns,  leafy  bowers,  and  magnifi- 
cent woodland.    As  far  as  the  eye  could  see  there  was 
spread  before  its  vista  a  vast  expanse  of  exuberant, 
undulating  sward.     The   nearbv   scenery   was   richly 
enhanced  by  a  profusion  of  exquisite  flowers  of  every 
description,  consummated  in  elegant  designs.       The 
shady  bowers  sheltered  the  stately  birds  of  paradise 
snow  white  turtle  doves,  queen  birds  of  love,  while 
myriads  of  brightly  hued  feathered  songsters  filled  the 
air  in  merry  choruses  of  enchanting  mel.     /.    Graceful 
deers  and  tender  fawns  shyly  peeped  at  us  from  pretty 
nooks  and  woodlands  sweet.  Upon  the  bosom  of  bright 
crystal  lakes,  stately    swans    majestically    sailed  and 
dived  amongst  the  lilies  pale.     The  scented  fountains 
gayly  shimmered,   ascended   and   lightly  tossed  their 
silvery    spray    and    their    perfumery    into    the    am- 
brosial air.     The  countless  exquisite  delights  created 
trom  the  celestial  flora  and  fauna  made  such  a  glorious 
retreat  that  artists  could  only  dream  of  such  a  wonder- 
land.    That  I,  for  one,  was  lost  in  wonderous  con- 
jecture.    What  mighty  force,  what  a  holy  power  it 
must  be  that  could  induce  Helois  to  decide  to  leave 
so  Heavenly  a  spot  for  regions  unknown!     To  per- 
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feet  the  picture,  in  the  distance  we  espied  Helo 
and  Unice  seated  beneath  a  superb  golden  laburnui 
tree,  deeply  engrossed  in  each  other's  society,  wit 
the  charming  twins,  Ariel  and  Aurora,  close  besid 
them.  Unice  was  clinging  tenderly  to  her  husban. 
vehemently  pleading  her  and  the  children's  caus* 
Her  sweet  countenance  wet  with  tears,  yet  tendei 
sweet  and  womanly  withal.  Helois'  features  wer 
firmly  set  and  unresisting  and  proof  against  he 
pleadings.  As  thou  mayest  realize,  our  task  was  nc 
a  l.ght  one.  At  last  we  prevailed,  and  Unice  con 
sented.    So  our  mission  was  successfully  accomplished 

Prometheus.  Ha!  That  is  good  news.  At  las 
our  sweet  Unice  is  appeased.  That  portends  succes 
for  Helois. 

Bacchus.  Aye,  oratory  and  music  has  power  t< 
charm  the  senses  equally  with  wine.  Believe  me  i 
was  a  touching  scene.  Methinks  even  now  I  see  th( 
fair  form  of  Unice  and  those  Heavenly  twins,  swee 
darlings,  clinging  in  despair  to  the  noble  Helois,  an( 
assisting  Unice  in  supplication.  Unice,  entreating  for  he 
children's  sake,  and  they  for  their  tender  mother's.  J 
stepped  aside  to  wipe  away  a  sympathetic  tear  and  thu! 
espied  a  glorious  vine  borne  down  with  luscious  fruit 
I  culled  a  purple  cluster  and  pressing  the  juice  intc 
a  convenient  vessel,  mixed  my  nectar  and  passed  it  tc 
the  babes  to  drink.  They  drank  and  at  once,  feeling 
greatly  exhilarated,  joyously  they  capered  on  the  green 
forgetful  of  their  sorrow.  Wine  is  a  sovereign  cure 
for  grief.  '^ 

Prometheus.    So  far,  then,  all  is  well. 

Apollo.    Even  so.    Still,  there  is  much  to  be  done. 

Vulcan.  The  real  work  now  only  commences.  I 
must  away  to  my  workshops  and  mightily  employ  mv 
willing  Cylops  to  make  the  bolts. 
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Prometheus.  Thou  hast  much  news,  my  friend. 
The  air  is  filled  with  favours. 

Apollo.  Aye.  more.  The  Mighty  Jupiter,  upon 
receiving  the  message,  gave  Helois  the  divine  gift  of 
invisibility,  otherwise  only  possessed  by  himself  The 
proud  invincible  Mars  has  placed  his  incomparable 
strength  and  war-like  car  at  his  disposal  so  that  he 
may  descend  to  earth  in  a  fiery  chariot  harnessed  to 
the  winged  horse  Pegasus. 

Vulcan.  Rare  for  Helois.  I  can  recount  still  more 
favours  at  the  precise  moment  of  descent.  The  power- 
ful Phoebus  will  hide  his  glowing  countenance  for  at 
east  one  day  behind  formidable  banks  of  thunderously 
lowering  clouds  while  at  a  given  sign  ^olus  will  at 
Lipari  let  loose  the  mighty  winds,  causing  such  an  un- 
precedented hurricane  that  mortals  will  quake  with 
abject  fear  and  trembling  at  the  threatening  destruc- 
tive displeasure  of  the  Gods.  Under  cover  of  the 
darkness,  Helois  will  assume  his  Earthly  vestments 
and  invisibly  reach  the  terrestrial  spheres. 

Prometheus.  Ah!  Vulcan,  canst  thou  not  hurl  a 
tS  hou??  *°  ^^"^  *""  ^^^  ^^"^'^^  confusion  in 

Vulcan.  Can,  aye,  and  will.  I  have  already  re- 
ceived permission  from  Jupiter  to  use  as  many  thun- 
derbolts as  I  please  on  that  auspicious  occasion. 

Bacchus.  I  have  prepared  and  given  a  goblet  of 
the  finest  ambrosial  nectar  to  Helois.  One  taste  of  the 
sublime  essence,  if  he  will  partake,  will  exhilarate 
rejuvenate  and  nerve  him  for  the  ordeal  so  completely 
that  m  a  blissfully  exalted  state  of  mind,  free  from 
care  as  though  he  had  drank  deeply  from  the  waters  of 
Lethe,  he  will  ecstatically  pass  from  Heaven  to  Earth 
to  become  a  God  incarnate. 

[Exeunt] 
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[Enter  Adonis  and  Daphne.] 


Daphne.    Poor,  dear  Unice.    So  good,  so  pure 
sweet.     Yet,  so  cruel  her  fate  to  lose  si  brLe  ki 
noWeamate.    Maybe  he'll  be  gone  for  ages.    I  wou 
I  knew  how  to  comfort  her  more  in  her  deep  sorroi 

fh^'!!"-  ^^  °'^"  ^^''"  ^°^«'  ^ow  tenderly  swe 
thou  art.  ever  sorrowmg  for  other's  woes.  Yoi 
genuo  sympa  hy  will  help  to  sooth  poor  Unice's  troi 
bled  breast;  m  that  she  will  be  blessed.  I  would 
were  m  distress.  Thou  wouldst  then  take  pity  upon  m 
and  become  my  loving  spouse  at  once  to  cheer  me. 

«  ^^""Ifu     Patience,  O  flatterer.     Wait  a  brighte 
period.    I'll  not  wed  yet.  ""S"« 

Adonis.  Cruel  maid,  my  senses  ache  at  thee  Set 
here  comes  the  grand  procession.  Shall  we  wai 
and  see  the  beauty  contest  through? 

Daphne     Art  thou  in  favour  of  the  wanton  Venus 


.  Adonis  No,  sweetheart.  Her  wiles  were  spreac 
m  vam  I  have  loved  none  but  thee,  my  chaste  bve 
I  would  that  Juno,  the  swan-like,  win  the  prize  anc 
reign  in  Heaven  supreme.  ^ 

Daphne.  Then  we  will  stay  to  see  the  fun 
for  if  Juno  wins  the  laurels,  pert  Venus  will  weep  and 
spoil  her  pretty  face  and  that  would  be  joy  to  me,  for 
well  I  know  Venus  still  loves  thee,  and  would  allu?e 
nnf //°"?  r^  '^  '^/  ^°"^^-    '^^^  Mighty  Mars  could 

Adonis.  Believe  me,  fairy,  there  is  more  joy  to 
me  m  one  sweet  g  ance  of  thine  than  in  all  the  fulsome 
flattery,  flirting  Venus  could  bring  to  bear.     Brazen 
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s'TeX  0^0.^^"^  ^^^"  P^^^-'  ^-^-    His,  love. 

I^n/^-  Mars,  Mercury,  Solonus,  Diana 

Hebe,  Flora   Hyacine  and  Dora   /It' 

^^'^^^y  Musicians,    Nymphs,  Her. 

ALDS,  Pages  m  silken  attire  of  golden 

[Enter  the  stately  Juno,  robed  in  a  gossamer 
gomn  of  mystic  yellow,  a  deep  band  of 
Zfhn^J  '^T'^'*'''^  like  a  diadem 
ruhic  r  '^""f^"'    ^^    diamonds  and 

rubies  encircling  her  marblelike  brow  and 
adorning  her  wealth  of  rich  dark  tresses. 
^/\<^cerided   the    throne    which   was 

hZtfr  uu'^-  °^  ^''^^>  ^'^S^th  em- 
blazoned with  scintillating  jewels  gems 

arranged  in  heraldic  de^gL     aJZ- 

A^TS     Nymphs,     Pages,    Knights   in 

ZlT  xl'^^'^r  t''^^'  *«  (Adoration  at  her 
feet  The  whole  surrounded  by  a  Hock 
of  lovely  peacocks  and  birds  of  paradise  ] 
[Enter  Musicians,  Trumpeters,  Heralds, 
the  Three  Graces  of  Charity,  and 
twenty  Pages  attired  in  azure  silk,  bear- 
tng  a  stiver  couch,  draped  in  sky  blue 
ihe  canopy,  which  was  supported  by 

inV^'^jt^''-  '''"^''  «""  I'^'ed  with  del 
cate  shell  pmk  festooned  with  braided 
tassels  of  silver  sprays  of  forgetmenots, 
and  huge  clusters  of  sweet  blush  roses. 
Reclining  upon  this  superb  couch  was 
the  captivating  Venus,  attended  by  the 
kneeling   Cu^ms,    delicately   clothed   in 
pale  blue  diaphanous  attire.  Her  fair  brow 
f/'l^rcledbya  band  of  pure  silver,  embel- 
lished with  diamonds,  turquoise  and  pearls 
which   negligently    confined   her    blond 
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luxurious  curls.  Her  Pages  fanned  he 
with  silver  fans  which,  when  wavei 
sent  forth  sprays  of  delicate,  deliciou 
perfume.  The  whole  scene  intoxicatin 
to  the  senses,  so  bewildering  in  her  fai 
cinating  beauty  was  the  fair  Venus.] 

[The  special  charms  of  each  lovely  contestan 
made  a  deep  impression  upon  the  Godl 
spectators  and  made  their  decision  no 
only  a  delicate  but  a  very  difficult  one 
The  query:  which  should  be  proclaimei 
Queen  of  Beauty  and  bear  the  palm 
Stately  JuNo,  the  Magnificent,  or  Daint' 
Venus,  the  Exquisite?] 

[Finally  the  votes  were  taken,  Mercury 
being  delegated  spokesman  and  awarder 
of  the  coveted  prize.  The  result  of  thi 
ballot  was  almost  unanimous  in  favour  o) 
Venus.] 

[Exeunt  Juno  and  her  train.] 

[Amid  thunderous  applause,  the  God  Mer- 
cury presented  the  golden  girdle  to  the 
delighted  Venus.  Then  to  the  dulcet 
strains  of  Heavenly  music,  the  azure 
couch,  bearing  the  dainty  form  of  the 
lovely  Venus,  was  lifted  shoulder  high 
and  borne  in  triumph  to  the  vacated 
Throne  amid  deafening  shouts  of  vic- 
tory.] 

[Enter  Jupiter.] 

Jupiter  (kneeling  in  mock  adoration,  places  a  crown 
of  roses  upon  the  fair  Venus'  head).  Accept  my 
heartiest  congratulations,  fair  Queen.  Thou  hast 
fairly  won  the  prize  and  thereby  crowned  the  Queen 
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of  Beauty.   Command  me,  O  Queen !   Ask  any  favour. 
It  shall  be  granted,  even  to  half  of  my  kingdom. 

Venus. 
I  of  thee. 


Thanks,  Great  King.    One  request  I  beg 


Jupiter.     A  thousand, 
nothing.    Say  on. 


fair 


one.     I'll    deny   thee 


Venus     Bid   Endymion,   the    Sleeping   Shepherd 
I  awake  and  restore  him  to  health  once  more. 

Jupiter  (frowning).    Dost  love  him,  beauty? 

iTu^^u"^:    Not  I,  but  another  does.    For  her  I  plead. 
Ihe  chaste  Diana  mourns  his  absence.    Hence  my  re- 

\ZVLrA  ^'^I  ?*^^'  ^'^\^^y  ^'"8r.  awake  the  erring 

Shepherd  and  cheer  the  heart  of  the  faithful  Diana, 

[who  truly  loves  him.  ' 

Jupiter  No  need  to  plead,  fair  Queen.  My  word 
IS  given  Endymion  shall  awake  and,  more,  be  brought 
here  to  high  Olympus  restored  and  endowed  with  the 
|tne  gift  of  divinity. 

lrJ""T  ^'?  Mercury;.    Here,  my  trusty  friend:  I 
Sr?^  T  if '  ^u^^  Endymion,  the  Sleeping  Shepherd, 
Kl  :      ,       .'^'®  warranty  (removes  from  his  fore- 
innger  a  lustrtous  jeweled  ring). 

Mercury.    As  quick  as  thought,  O  Mighty  Kine 
jthy  commands  shall  be  obeyed.  ^       ^' 

[Exit  Mercury.] 

Ir-  ^^^^A  (kneeling  to  Jupiterj.  O,  Mighty  Tuoiter 
Great  King.  I,  thy  humble  handmaiden,  th^ank  thee  fo; 
Ithy  graciousness  to  me.  I  cannot  find  words  to 
ladequately  express  my  thankfulness  and  joy  at  thv 
iFmm  il'  &f  e'-osity.  Receive  my  lowly  adoration 
li^rom  henceforth  I  am  thy  servant  and  eternal  debtor 
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Jupiter     Chaste  Diana,  I  claim  no  service  f 

•u\  .r^  "*PPy  ^'**^  ^^y  chosen  lover.  Thy  fell 
will  fully  repay.    Arise  I 

[Enter  Mercury,  bearing  in  his  arms  the 
drowsy  Shepherd  Boy,  who  yawns 
cessantly,  scarcely  awake,  not  fully  r 
ieing  his  lucky  position.] 

Mercury.  Great  Jupiter,  Endymion  is  not  yet  c 
scious  of  thy  graciousness.  O,  speak  to  him,  Mig 
One :  bid  him  awake !  ** 

Jupiter     Endymion!  Awake!    Thou  art  thus 
stored  to  health  and  happiness.     Thy  trespasses 
forgiven  thee.  For  thy  fair  lover,  Diana's  sake,  go  j 
sin  no  more.  * 

Diana  (embracing  the  Shepherd;.  Ha!  Awa 
my  beloved.  Thou  art  forgiven  and  free  to  roam  ae 
with  me  amid  sweet  pastorial  scenes ;  tend  thy  ger 
flocks;  succour  thy  innocent  lambs,  thy  merry  boui 
mg  rams,  and  bleating  pregnant  ewes.  Come,  kn 
with  me  and  return  thanks  to  our  Father  God,  and  1 
winsome  Venus  who  has  so  sweetly  interceded  for 

Endymion      Most  willingly,  O  Diana,  the  bless. 
\,*'t   \i°  Jupiter;  O  Great  and  Glorious  Jupit 
Mighty  King,  thee  I  have  wronged.    I  will  offend 
more ;  forgive  my  past  iniquities. 

(To  Venus;  O  Lovely  Queen,  thy  grace  ai 
beauty  overpowers  my  still  dulled  senses.  I  bee  th 
have  pity  and  overlook  any  lack  of  courtesy.  I  humt 
thank  thee  for  thy  graciousness  to  me.  My  deeper  fe< 
ings  1  cannot  now  express. 

(To  Diana;  My  own  fair  love,  my  bride  that  is 
be:  To  thee  I  owe  everything.    I  bow  the  knee  to  th 
m  pure   adoration.     Thy   faithfulness,  thy    sweetne 
overwhelms  all  other  feelings.     My  whole  life  ar 
being  shall  be  from  henceforth  devoted  to  thee 


•vice  from 
hy  felicity 

ns  the  still 
yaums  in- 
fully  real- 

•t  yet  con-i 
n,  Mightyj 

:  thus  re-l 
)asses  are! 
ce,  go  and ; 

'  Awake 
)am  again 
hy  gentle 
■y  bSund- 
ne,  kneel! 
I,  and  the 
!d  for  usj 
5  blessed? 
i  Jupiter 
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[Heavenly  music  and  above  all  the  dulcet 
^^nes  of  a  Shepherd's  pipe.  ThX^'^ 

song.    Mercury  plays  the  lute.] 

[Chorus  singing  paeans  of  praise: 

Endymion  is  free.    He  is  forgiven 
^nd  has  received  his  diiwity 
Pure  and  happy  mil  he  he 
With  his  loving  spouse 
In  pastorial  joys  without  a  care 
They  mil  dwell  for  evermore.  ' 

Crt  i  is  pure  Diana, 

Sweet  and  kind  Venus,  Mercury  true— 

nappy  days  forever  more.    Adieu.] 

[Shouts  of  joy  and  victory.] 

[Enter    Ten    Vesta    ViRcms    engaging    in 

graceful  modest  rhythmical  dances  unth 

ghttenng  cymbals.] 

CURTAIN 


* 


SCENE    II 

A  Street  in  the  Celestial  City 

seoaratJon^       •'  u'^^^i  ^°^«'  P**""^''  this  enforced 

I?d  coX°r'^*'4°?  ^^T^^  "P°»  '^y  tender  sp'rit 
^eel  confident,  my  Beloved,  that  for  no  other  reason 
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than  this  mission  of  holiness  would  I  leave  thy  sweet 

Z'^'^nrf^^  ^!5!^  ''  '^'?'^  ^  SO  to  succour  those  faith- 
ful mortals;  Uiose  whose  devoted  ancestors  were 
cruelly  tortured  and  done  to  death  for  their  sublime 
faith  m  God  s  goodness  and  mercy;  the  pure  innocent 
ZJ^^f  S!  °'^^'  "^^f'^  ^^''^  "^'^«  ^^Itered  even  in  the 
vnfL  1  *^l?  ^"™^"-  '^^''^  children,  true  de- 
voted souls,  to  them  must  I  go  to  reward  thdr  blessed 
faithfulness  I  am  pledged  to  go,  though  it  is  hard 
to  tear  myself  from  thee. 

If  Yj'rl^A'    ^,  ^'"^^'  ^y  ?^^°^«^  Mate,  and  prevail. 
It  IS  God  s  will,  not  mine,  be  done. 

.    Helois.    Sweet  Love,  thy  resignation  is  most  touch- 

lEf*.  T^  !"&  ""^  "^'J^'  knowing  as  I  do  full  well 
the  tragedy  of  Human  Souls,  I  leave  thee  in  the  full 
assurance  of  their  true  moral  regenerency  and  my  vie- 
tory.  I  am  confident  thy  pure  affection  will  devise  for 
me  a  guardian  care;  thy  glorious  eyes,  like  faithful 
sentinels,  radiant  gems  of  love  and  light  will 
scintillate  m  their  perfect  beauty,  richly  emillishTng 
the  eastern  sky.  Toward  them,  nightly  as  they  shine! 
through  the  terrestrial  gloom,  will  I  turn  during  my 
Earthly  pilgrimage  for  hope  and  inspiration,  my  own 
sweet  love,  to  thee  I  must  away :  time  demaids  S^ 
the  chariot  with  Mars  is  here.    Fare  thee  well ! 

[Enter  Mars  driving  Pegassus,  harnessed  to  a 
gold  and  crimson  coloured  carriage.] 

[Exeunt  all  except  Unice.] 

[The  swelling  tones  of  an  organ  are  heard, 
a  concord  of  melodious  melody— divine 
tn  ortgtn.  Heavenly  in  sweetness.    A  host 

^J    j'^r?^};^    ^^^'Ss    "Peace    on    Earth, 
Good  Will  to  All  Men."] 
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[Unice  kneels  and  peers  earthxvard  for  one 

watch  and  eul?d  thee  lh.^^  L^  ^  "  ^^'^  "^^  ^^e. 
my  virgils  1^11  keen  L^n  '?  **" ."  «^°-  Faithfully 
we  melt.  P'  ^""^  P"^>^  ^^•'  %  safety  till  again 

om«.  F.wrf  flashes  of  brilliant  lightning 
in    '  "^f ''<''^'*'S  thunder,  mighty  rust 

tndtcatwe    of    the    terrible    storm    pre' 
ranged^  to  cover  Helots'  desce^^iotl 

CURTAIN 


SCENE  III 

The  Forum,  Golden  Square,  Celestial  City. 

^^^'the^mLtj^''fy  *'*  i*'  «*^  ^^  aroused 
the  marttal  ardour  of  the  mighty  Mars. 

He  thereby  issued  a  warlike  LllengTto 
hts  fellows  to  try  their  skill  at  fencing 
spear  and  quoit  throwing,  running  iTat 
T^in^^ri'  '*^""'''^  """^  war  chariot 
broad  plateau  outside  the  Celestial  City 
cent  character  was  seen  by  the  edict.] 
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[Enter  Mars.] 

Mars.  I,  Mars,  the  God  of  War  and  Armies,  deem- 
ing myself  invincible,  hereby  summon  my  fellow  Gods 
to  open  combat,  and  at  the  appointed  time  command 
the  attendance  of  the  mighty  men  of  old,  the  Demi- 
Gods,  Kings,  Princes  and  Nobles,  and  the  nations  of 
the  Earth  whom  these  said  rulers  control,  to  witness 
the  sports,  triumphial  pagentry  and  splendour  of  the 
Godly  performances.  The  victors,  in  each  count,  will 
receive  their  prizes  from  the  hands  of  fair  Goddesses. 
Each  combatant  to  wear  a  token  from  his  chosen  love. 
Prometheus  will  preside.  The  contest  opens  at  dawn 
of  day  by  the  call  of  heralds  and  trumpeters, 

[Enter  Jupiter,  Mercury,  Apollo,  Adonis, 
Prometheus,  Bacchus,  Vulcan  and 
Solon  us.] 

Mars.  I  challenge  all :  I  fear  none.  I  am  mine  own 
trumpeter. 

Mercury.  And  thy  own  judge,  too,  apparently. 
Thou  hast  won  ere  thou  hast  contested,  Mars. 

Mars.  Nay,  not  so!  I  am  fair  to  myself  and  all  com- 
petitors. I  contend,  though,  I  am  a  warrior  and  fear 
no  opponent.    Wilt  thou  all  meet  me  in  conflict? 

Chorus.    Yea,  all  with  pleasure. 

Bacchus.  Thou  wilt  fear  me  in  the  chariot  race. 
My  tigers  are  fleet  and  dauntless.  Mars. 

Mars  (scornfully).  I  fear  nothing.  At  the  appointed 
tmie  thy  tigers  may  be  intoxicated  at  the  sight  of  me 
and  refuse  to  do  thy  bidding. 

Mercury.  Thy  wit  is  sharp:  thy  lance  may  be; 
but  disagree  not,  my  brethren:  opposition  breedeth 
quarrels.    I  would  I  could  be  there  to  see  the  sports. 


HELOIS  „ 

^«te.'  '  '""  ""  ''""'"-    My  duty  calls  .e 

them  thyself  "'"'°'«'-    T''°"  ■""«  sUnd  and  direct 

[Exit  Jupiter.] 
seelrC  'StIXnt'anTS  J  ""'"  t'^^  -<■ 
[£.«'/  Mercury.] 

CURTAIN 

* 


SCENE   IV 

An  Immense  Plateau 
BELOW  the  Summit  of  Mount  Olympus 
Outskirts  of  the  Celestial  City 
[Courts,  guards  and  erections  and  elegantlv 
draped  seats  for  the  Goddesses.    In  the 
distance   are   barricades   and  seats   for 
crowds  of  people.]  ' 

[The  contest  is  declared  open  by  the  heralds 
and  trumpeters,  by  trumpet  calls  and  the 
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announcement  of  the  names  of  the  com- 
batants and  the  nature  of  the  games.] 

[Enter  Jupiter,  Mars,  Prometheus,  Apollo, 
Adonis,  Vulcan  and  Solonus.] 

[The  contest  opens  by  spear  throwing  on 
horseback,  in  which  all  the  Gods  except 
Jupiter  take  part.  A  draw  is  ultimately 
called  for  they  are  all  equally  successful.] 

[The  next  item  is  the  wrestling  match,  in 
which  the  Mighty  Mars  and  the  Hand- 
some but  Slender  Adonis  are  opposed] 

[Venus  pr'esents  Mars  tuith  a  silver  ring  of 
hers.] 

[Daphne  offers  Adonis  one  of  her  own 
fair  curls.] 

[Both  recipients  receive  the  gifts  with  a  bcv, 
kiss  and  place  them  next  to  their  heart.] 

[The  trumpet  calls.  They  embrace  and  com- 
mence. The  wrestling  is  well  done.  They 
are  both  valiant  and  well  trained  but 
Mars  gradually  gets  superior  power  and 
throws  Adonis,  who  is  carried  out  of 
the  ring.] 

[Apollo  springs  to  combat.  The  challenge  is 
accepted.  They  close,  but  Mars  soon 
overthrows  him.] 

Vulcan.    Wilt  thou  dare  try  me?    I  am  strong  as 
iron. 

Mars.    Come  on  1 

[The  trumpet  sounds.  They  fall  to  and  have 
a  desperate  struggle.  With  supreme  effort 
Mars  lifts  his  antagonist  high  in  the 
air  to  demonstrate  his  victory;  then 
slowly  drops  him  over  his  head,  amid 
deafening  applause.] 


HELOIS 


45 


[Mars  is  then  decorated  by  the  fair  Venus.] 
[In  running,  leaping,  quoit  throwing  and 
bareback  horse  riding,  the  Gods  were 
equal  or  nearly  so.  Then  came  the  su- 
preme test:  the  war  chariot  racing.  The 
contestants  stood  by  their  chariots  ready 
for  the  word  of  command: 

[Jupiter  zvith  four  handsome  lions  abreast, 
harnessed  to  his  superb  chariot,  dazzling 
tn  splendour.  * 

[Mars  in  shining  helmet  and  armour,  with 
lance  and  shield  in  right  hand,  holding 
the  bridle  of  his  four  untamed  white 
nery  horses  in  his  left. 

[Bacchus  in  goat  skin,  as  usual,  with  his  four 
handsome  tigers. 

[Adonis  stood  in  hunting  costume  with  four 
zvtld  boars  under  his  control,  harnessed 
to  the  chariot. 

[Vulcan,  from  his  strong  chariot,  held 
nrmly  the  four  white  horses. 

[Apollo,  tn  princely  attire,  held  four  magni- 
ficent dappled  greys  attached  to  his 
chariot. 

[SoLONus  had  four  noble  bays  harnessed  to 
hts  chariot. 

[They  all  appeared  capable  of  mighty  deeds  of 
valour  and  winning  the  race] 

[The  prize  for  the  war  chariot  racing  consists 
of  a  tvreath  of  wild  olive  leaves  with 
which  the  winner  is  to  be  crowned  and 
then  proclaimed  a  God  to  be  worshipped 
forever;  altars  for  sacrificing  to  his  name 
to  be  erected  in  every  temple  of  Jupiter's, 
the  world  over.] 
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[The  trumpet  sounds f  The  Aag  drops t  The 
contending  Gods  leap  and  stand  erect  in 
their  cars  and  start  ofF  amid  tremendous 
applause.  ] 

[The  spectators  continue  to  applaud  and  en- 
courage their  chosen  favourite  as  around 
the  long  course  the  racers  speed.  The 
course  is  two  miles  long,  which  they  all 
traverse  twelve  times,  then  make  for  the 
starting  point.  On  the  home  run  it  is 
observed  that  Jupiter  and  Mars  are 
running  neck  and  neck.  Bacchus  and 
Apollo  are  good  seconds.  The  boars 
of  Adonls  and  the  white  horses  of 
Vulcan's  car  hold  each  other  in  perfect 
pace  at  the  rear.  Such  an  unpre- 
cedented scene!  Each  competitor  had 
his  animals  under  superb  control.  Such 
a  race  was  without  parallel  in  history. 
Mars,  still  with  the  left  hand  guiding  his 
Aery  steeds,  shoots  forward  and  reaches 
the  goal  first!  He  leaps  from  his  chariot 
With  bridle  in  one  hand  and  the  shield 
and  lance  intact  in  the  other.  He  stands 
to  receive  the  palm  as  Venus  comes  for- 
ward to  present  the  crown.  He  waves 
with  his  armoured  hand  the  shield  and 
lance  aloft.] 

Mars  (vehemently).    The  God  of  Wars  and  Armies 
IS  invincible  and  can  never  be  dethroned ! 

[Exeunt.] 


CURTAIN 


WAR   CHARIOT 


w 

h 


ACT    IV 

t 

SCENE  I 

A  Street  in  Rome,  Midnight  (Church  Clock 
Striking  the  Hour  of  Twelve) 

[Enter  Helois,  garbed  in  present  mundane 
attire,  in  unassuming  dress] 

HELOIS    (soliloquising).      At    last    on    Earth, 
alone.     Here,  on  this  vast  terrestrial  sphere, 
with  its  teeming  millions  of  precious  souls :  yet 
I  feel  alone.    The  awe  of  solitude  envelops  me.    O 
desolation,  perturbation,  alas!  alone:  silence,  still  as 
death  possesses  me.    Ah !  what  is  solitude  ?    A  myth 
a  phantom  of  the  brain,  cramped,  unfoldment,  lack  of 
self  control,  and  yet  knowing  these  things  I  hunger 
for  companionship.     O,  Unice,  my  wife,  my  queen 
separated  from  thee,  a  fraction  of  time  will  seem  ai 
eternity:  Yet  I  must  stay  for  a  period  necessary  for 
the  accomplishment  of  my  chosen  task.    Come,  come 
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Helois,  repine  not!  Am  I  not  here  of  my  own  voli- 
tion? Yea!  Maybe  the  strangeness  of  the  mundane 
surroundings  momentarially  affect  me.  I  am  here  by 
choice  for  a  divine  purpose.  I  will  face  all  difficulties 
that  present  themselves  like  a— man.  Mortals  still  cry 
aloud  for  a  saviour.  I  am  on  Earth  to  help  them. 
Hence  I  will  fight  the  good  fight  and  flinch  not. 
Avaunt  and  leave  me,  haunting  thoughts  of  past  de- 
lights and  golden  glories.  My  divine  powers  shall 
be  henceforth  for  the  alleviation  of  mortals'  woes. 
For  strength  and  power  to  fulfill  my  duty  I  will  appeal 
to  my  Father  God,  Who  art  in  Heaven.  O,  Jupiter 
the  Mighty,  hear  me  when  I  call  to  thee. 

Helois  (Kneeling  in  humble  supplication,  praying). 
My  God !  My  God !  forsake  me  not ;  help  and  protect 
me.  Oh,  great  spirit,  thou  who  in  Heaven  doth  dwell 
and  have  been  from  everlasting  to  everlasting  Father 
of  all,  to  thee  I  pray  for  inspiration  to  guide  me  on 
this,  my  earthly  way.  Thou  are  omnipotent,  omni- 
present, omniscient,  thy  ministering  angels  with  love 
thou  hast  sent  to  guard  and  guide  the  innocent.  Endow 
nie  with  power,  consolation,  grace  and  light :  That  none 
may  be  denied  who  love  the  right.  The  pure  in  heart 
need  not  then  despair,  nor  those  who  others  burdens 
bear.  Hasten  the  spirit  of  justice  decreed  to  descend, 
that  truth  be  exalted  before  all  men.  The  righteous, 
moulding  their  lives  to  thy  eternal  will  may  thus 
reap  the  good,  and  counteract  the  ill.  This,  in  all 
thy  richest  blessings,  Father  Divine,  pour  forth  on  all 
mankind  forevermore.    Amen. 

[Enter  Mercury  attired  as  the  winged  mes- 
senger, bearing  in  his  hand  his  caduceus 
or  wand,  symbol  of  peace  and  concord.] 

Mercury.    Helois !  Helois !  Helois ! 

Helois.    Who  calls? 


HELOIS 


49 


Mercury.    Even  I,  Mercury. 

Helois.  The  Uustrious  Mercury,  welcome!  Oh 
my  beloved  brother !    Why  comest  thou  here  ? 

Mercury.  In  answer  to  thy  prayer.  I  heard  thy 
tervent  supplications  whilst  resting  at  Mount  Par- 
nassus. 

hi^cJ?^^*  Oh,  Great  Mercury,  did  my  petitions  go  no 

Mercury.  I  know  not;  but  this  I  know,  Helois,  thy 
perplexed  vibrations  reached  me  at  my  study  I 
hastened  to  respond.  It  is  now  midnight:  at  day- 
break I  must  away.  Give  me  thy  undivided  atten- 
tion, I  have  much  to  say. 

Helois.  I  am  at  thy  command:  speak  on  Mer- 
cury. ^  ,    iXtl 

Mercury.     I  need  scarcely  remind  thee  that  thou 
hast  set  thyself  a  prodigious  task.     I  know  from  ex- 
perience that  thy  chances  of  accomplishing  it  are  few 
btart  not.  Helois.    I  reiterate  the  fact:  Thou  hast  at- 
tempted too  much. 

Helois.    Reserve  tly  judgment,  my  Brother. 

Mercury.  Ha,  Helois.  I  have  spent  considerable 
time  and  given  serious  attention  to  the  mundane  condi- 
tions of  life.  I  have  made  an  exhaustive  study  and 
critically  examined  every  point  of  vantage  in  Hu- 
manity's career:  their  history,  past,  present  and  fu- 
ture, placed  the  whole  circumstances  juxtaposition  and 
unwillingly  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  thy  lioble 
efforts  for  the  emancipation  of  the  Human  Race  will 
be  futile. 

Helois.  I  am  convinced  that  I  can  win  in  spite  of 
appearances  to  the  contrary.  Mercury. 
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Mercury.  Thou  dost  not  understand  thy  people, 
Helois.  Man's  inhumanity  to  man  makes  countless 
thousands  mourn.  Again,  in  epitome,  for  I'll  endeavour 
to  UQ  brief:  Mortals  are  the  world  over  divided  into 
two  classes,  the  plutocrats  and  proletariats.  The 
former  consider  themselves  little  lower  than  the  Gods 
and  are  proud  and  arrogant  in  the  extreme,  treating 
their  unfortunate  brethren  with  stern  authority  and 
haughty  patronage.  Thou  will  be  compelled  to  un- 
derstand that  a  gulf  exists  like  a  vast  chasm  yawning 
between  these  aristocrats  and  plebeians  which  the  latter 
can  never  hope  to  bridge.  Thinkest  thou,  Helois,  that 
such  unbrotherliness  is  Tt  for  the  Kingdom  of 
Heaven  ?  No !  a  thousand  times  no !  It  is  decreed  that 
the  nations  that  forget  their  duty  to  God  and  man 
shall  surely  perish.  Leave  them  to  their  deserved  fate, 
return  to  thy  fair  Unice,  and  thy  natural  Godly  com- 
panions.    Come,  away  with  me  at  dawn. 

Helois.    Great  Mercury,  why  temptest  thou  me? 

Mecury.  I  pray  thee,  do  not  misinterpret  my  speech. 
It  is  for  thy  well  being  I  urge  thy  retreat. 

Helois.  Thy  utterances  and  offer  are  worthy  of 
Pluto.    I  trea.'  them  with  the  contempt  they  deserve- 

Mercury.  Thou  misapprehend,  Helois.  I  declare 
thou  wilt  find  degeneracy,  profligacy,  and  hypocrisy, 
rampant  and  by  thy  gentle  methods  thou  canst  not 
overcome  it.  Vain  thy  efforts.  Hence  I  beg  thee  re- 
turn. 

Helois.  I  make  no  mistake.  I  understand  only  too 
well  all  thou  wouldst  convey.  But  I  am  proof  against 
it.  Mercury.  I  am  true  and  will  not  swerve  from 
the  right  path,  nor  be  influenced  by  thy  sophistry, 
cajoled  from  my  firm  purpose,  for  any  earthly  reason. 
Illustrious  one,  hear  me :  thou  hast  spoken,  I  will  have 
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rrLt7\h'^^°"-,^^u  P°'"^"^  °"t  Humanity's  sins, 
cnmes,  the  evils  that  exist.  The  division  in  the 
earthly  ranks,  the  high,  the  low.  the  ^If  Z  Lide 

fT?„  >•  A^"T'  "^^'  ^^  '^  "°t  possible  to  alter  these 
hings?  Are  they  not  temporal?^ Am  I  not  here  for 
he  very  purpose?    Have  I  not  of  my  own  free  wHl 

may^'rlS^L  '"  r  n^"'"  ""'''''  ^^^^  -->^^" 
nr^f  .f  ^   •    -^^  "°^  "^y  presence  here  tonight  a 

rn^t  of ^^J1^"'^  !,"^  ^.H'*^  '"  '^'  accomplish- 
rnent  of  my  self-imposed  task?  Well,  then,  forbear 
to  try  to  dissuade  me.    Leave  me  to  m^  (to  thee)  un- 

meThTn  1"^^  "^fJ  "'  ^^^  '"  peace^and  come  to 
me  when  I  call  upon  thee  as  arranged- 

Mercury.     O,  Helois.  my  beloved  brother.     Jt  is 
tS  influrnf  ?u  ""^  ^r'-  '^^'  ^P"^"-*^^  "^^  to  endeavour 

SeLsure  ?  hi 'f;  ^£''"'  '"  'P'*f  ^^  '^y  '"^"•f^st  dis- 
pleasure. I  beg  thee  be  cautious.  I  know  from  practical 
experience  earthly  conditions.  Mankind  as  a  Kdrare 
not  tractable.  Thou  are  full  of  altruism.  ideaH^m  and 
delightful  theory.  Humanity  will  upset  it  al  Thev 
are  perverse,  conservative,  opposed  to  new  ideas 
deeply  impressed  with  the  truth  of  their  own  convfC' 

rdissuad^'rhr^'  T'°".  "•"  ^"^  -^  ^  dimcuit  tisi 

to  dissuade  the  people  of  any  nation  from  precon- 
ceived notions  and  orthodox  teachings ;  ideas  pre- 
^^U^Kr'T^fr^^^  ^•^'^  their  mother's  n^k. 

sender  of  l^.V^'f  '^'^^r.'^^'''  **"^  ^'  ^  P«»"t  mes- 
senger of  the  Gods,  I  will,  from  time  to  time,  visit  thee 

evl  Z^""'"].  '^''  °^  °"'-  ^^'•^^'^'■^"•s  decrees  and  will 
ever  be  ready  to  assist  thee  in  any  emergency. 

Thv^^or^-;  P'  ^^'■^^"T'  Pa^-tlon  my  forcible  speech. 
Thy  solicitude  and  goodness  disarms  me.  Forgii^e  mv 
anger.  Have  a  little  patience  and  faith  in  my  abilitv 
to  carry  my  projects  to  a  successful  issue.  By  divine 
ove  I  will  unfo  d  Humanity's  hidden  spiritualnatures 
forces  that  will  open  their  mner  sou L.     Lead  them' 
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to  bliss  by  kindling  the  divine  fires  of  knowledge, 
truth  and  justice.  Teach  them  tenderly  the  laws  gov- 
erning good  and  evil  so  that  by  truth  they  cease  to 
do  evil  and  seek  to  do  good,  to  regain  their  divine 
powers,  thus  becoming  competent  to  enjoy  eternal 
bliss.  Love  is  a  mighty  lever.  Mercury,  and  by  its 
potency  I  will  eradicate  evil,  and  readjust  the  wrongly 
organized  states  of  society.  Yea,  not  desiring  to  ap- 
pear tedious,  I  reiterate,  pure  love  will  find  the  way  to 
remove  all  obstacles  and  barriers  and  bridge  the  gulf 
that  now  divides  mankind  into  such  cruel  extremities. 
See,  O,  Illustrious  One,  even  as  I  speak,  my  Unice, 
her  radiant  eyes  enhancing  the  eastern  sky.  Her  beau- 
tious  orbs  shine  through  the  misty  gloom  of  earthly 
doubts  and  fears,  and  give  me  consolation  and  re- 
newed vigour.  My  sweet,  faithful  Queen.  I  hereby 
solemnly  dedicate  my  promise  to  Humanity  to  thee.  I 
will,  my  darling,  succeed,  and  in  triumph  lead  re- 
generated mortals  onward  and  upward  to  God  and 
thee.  My  answer  to  all  thy  objections,  Mercury,  are 
written  in  the  stars.    Fare  thee  well ! 

[Exit  Helgis] 

Mercury.  Stay!  One  word!  Alas!  He's  gone — 
and  to  his  doom,  I  fear.  He  will  not  be  advised.  No, 
he  flouts  my  council,  and  scorns  riy  experience  bought 
at  a  bitter  price;  ridicules  my  judgment;  scoffs  at  my 
good  intentions.  My  philosophy  he  terms  "sophistry." 
Ha !  my  confident  friend,  maybe  I'll  get  even  yet.  To 
thy  piety  I'll  play  the  very  devil.    Ha,  ha  ha ! 

[Exit  Mercury.] 

[Enter  two  Citizens.] 


First  Citizen. 
neighbour? 


A  dreadful  storm  this  last  night. 
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m.«f£r°  ^'"?'''-  ^  "«^"  witnessed  a  worse.    It 

?u"^sh''t,i:,r  7or '^  -^^^^-  ^^  ^^ «-  - 

Me^thoJeS'T^H'^''"''  '*  ^'^^  ^"  *^^"'  downpour. 
Metftought    the    Heavens    opened    to    let    the    rain 

uZts  u?'  """"'^^  "^^  "«^^-^  --  -esome" 

rif^'iT^  ^""u**-  ^*^''  '^«  '»^""<i«»'  Shook  the  whole 
c  ty  hke  an  earthquake.  It's  proof  the  Gods  ar^  d^s! 
pleased,  and  mean  to  destroy  the  sinners 

.    First  Citizen.    I  firmly  believe  there  was  a  warn- 

ZZ  T  S""""^  ^^'"^*^'  ^°^  ^hen  t^e  lighTn  ™; 
flashed  the  Heavens  really  opened  and  voiL  likf 
l^nentations  and  prayers  were  heard.  As Thve  T 
heard  confused  sounds  like  angels  singing  ilit'er- 
mmgled  with  cries  for  mercy.  ^'"K'ng'  »nter. 

Second  Citizen.  Why,  I  heard  angels  singing  too 
My  wife  declares  when  the  storm  was  at  its  hdght  sS 
saw  the  shape  of  a  fiery  chariot  in  the  sky.    She  felt 

o^^    h  ^^' -T*^    ^  ^««^^^  ^'''  "°t  to  be  nervous  for 
only^  the  wicked  need  be  afraid  of  the  wrath  of  ^l 

„of T.?''"^-    '^^V  ^^^  "ght.  My  wife  and  I  were 
Ta  cf     ^;  °"iy  J"T>''«ed  and  alarmed  at  the  length 

Second  Citizen.    Ah,  it  seemed  a  month,  so  dark 
7hll  ^""^  '^*  *7"^''  ^'"^^  *»^**  Wew  houses  and 

£^^trh:arr'''^^^  ""'^'-  ^°^^  ^^  p-p'^  -- 

First  Citizen.  Yes,  friend.  I  heard  there  were 
awful  catastrophes.  Our  young  daughter,  Magdaline 
awoke  m  the  middle  of  the  night,  when  the  sto?m  was 
at  Its  height,  startled.    She  declared  she  heard  a  voice 
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above  the  winds  telling  her  to  pray  because  God's  Son 
had  come  from  Heaven  to  dwell  on  Earth  with  men. 
She  arose  and  together  the  whole  family  of  us  knelt 
in  prayer.  Magdaline  aloud  petitioned  the  Huly 
Virgin  to  protect  us  all.  I  declare  as  she  prayed  a 
halo  of  light  shone  around  her  head  and  we  heard 
sounds  of  music  like  the  "Maiden's  Prayer"  being 
played  in  the  air. 

Second  Citizen.  Thy  child  must  bv  the  Saints  be 
blessed.  I  have  heard  it  said  that  tnose  who  hear 
angel  voices  and  see  visions  are  the  chosen  of  the 
Gc^s. 

First  Citizen.  Yes,  I  agree  with  you,  neighbour, 
and  we  feel  certain  our  daughter  Magdaline  is  one  of 
the  elect.  She  has  become  a  novitiate  and  intends  to 
give  her  young  life  to  God's  service.  See,  my  Mag- 
daline, she  is  ttiere  with  themt 

[Enter  procession  of  Monks,  Priests,  etc., 
with  elevated  cross,  a  cnoir  of  white- 
robed  Bovs,  and  a  bevy  of  veiled  Maid- 
ens, chanting  devotedly  "Ora  pro  Nobis, 
Ave,  Marie."  They  cross  the  street  on 
their  way  to  the  church.] 

[Exeunt  Citizens,  reverently  crossing  them- 
selves and  muttering  their  paternoster.] 
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A  Room  in  a  Hotel  in  Rome. 
[Enter  Helois.] 
Helois  (solUoquuing).    I  am  resolved  I  will  at  once 
t^or^'^K"'^  '1^'^^i  ^^  °^  Mortals'  refo^! 

fuT;c£.     M  ^"^^A  "^'^  *'"™'"«^  ^^°"^»»'»  °^  force. 
rf^.?f  -5        ^y  "'*'?'*."  Prefirnant  with  new  and  won- 

mean  to  bestow  upon  the  Human  Race.  I  will  form 
a  practical  plan  of  campaign.     How  to  as^i    wJS 

s^.^ni'*'?-  ^°'  «»e  nonce  I'll  assume  a  Mercurian 
JSv  r«»«>">n8:-  Assuming  that  mankind  gen- 
w<Sth  tlnS;?;?'  '"  nature  fallacious,  worshipping 
wealth    temporal    power   and    al    earthly    authoritv 

ZIt  t^.'l^"^'  ■  "^^  ^°""**^*«  the^se  thinH 
^W  of  '?^  Humanity;  invest  myself  with  untold 
gold,  of  all  great  magnates  become  one  of  irreater 
magnitude ;  to  ambitious  men  appear  truly  Napoleon  c  • 
to  those   who  desire  authority,   I  must  pos^ss  the 

Kbilidet'hv"'""  °^  "."""^'*^^  opportSSities  and 
P^siblities ;  by  genius  and  stratagem,  gain  absolute 

ST  wthh'n?  ^*"7\-°^»d.  ruhni  andLnipKng 
aie  wealth  of  the  whole  universe.    Then  establish  an 
impregnable  Kingdom  of  Earthly  Power  and  by  ac" 
quirmg  knowledge  of  all  languages  have  free  inter 
a>mmunion  with  the  people  of  aH  nations. ^Sf^ 
Herculean  task  I  My  gigantic  schemes  and  worldly  mae- 
nificence  should  appeal  to  Human  vanity  and  prid! 
coiw"cr°i/*'"  Earthly  splendour  having  Von  them   I 
mv  r^ T^  \".l'^  "^Y^"  ^"^  *  "«^^  Earth.     Bv 

anaent  fallacies ;  impress  them  with  new  ideas  •  insoir* 
them  with  pure  thoughts,  und  spiritual  yearS^^  unt^ 
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at  length,  gold  would  be  cotinted  dross  and  mundane 
power  become  valueless.  Then  shall  they  desire  pure 
and  lasting  treasures,  good  health;  sweetly,  fair  and 
happy  children;  loving,  tender  and  virtuous  women. 
Noble,  valiant  and  strong  men,  scorning  to  indulge  in 
weakness,  vice,  temper,  bloody  conflicts,  or  needless 
slaughter.  Their  whole  being  revolting  against  and 
striving  to  conquer  evil,  crime,  cruelty  and  disease. 
Then  shall  trouble  cease,  mankind's  terrible  battles 
change  to  war  of  roses  and  carnivals  of  bliss;  selfish 
desires,  to  preferment  of  others;  cold  parsimony,  to 
warm  generosity;  licentiousness  to  purity;  wicked- 
ness to  goodness;  Vise  regeneration,  culminating  in 
happiness,  love  and  perfect  peace.  If  my  fellow  Gods 
concur,  after  awaiting  the  result  of  their  amalgamated 
wisdom,  I  will  endeavour  to  put  my  plans  into  execu- 
tion.   Who  comes  here? 

[Enter  Mercury  in  authorized  attire,  with 
open  scroll.] 

Mercury.  All  hail,  Noble  Prince,  hail.  I  have  a 
message  for  thee  from  the  Gods.  I  ha  e  hastened  to 
deliver  it. 

Helois.  Thrice  welcome,  Great  Mercury.  I  am 
thirsting  for  that  knowledge.  « 

Mercury  (Reading  from  scroll).  It  is  written  that 
God  shall  pour  out  his  spirit  of  righteousness  upon  the 
nations  of  the  earth.  That  Angels  shall  walk  and  talk 
with  men.  It  is  thus  decreed  that  thou  establish  thy 
Holy  Kingdom  before  the  whole  world  so  that  man- 
kind realize  fully  that  thou  art  the  Son  of  God  and 
full  of  wisdom.  To  eliminate  evil,  prepare  for  emer- 
gencies and  test  the  character  of  the  Earth  people. 
Thou  art  first  to  make  known  thy  holy  mission  in 
London,  England.  There  in  that  great  metropolis, 
with  its  homc^eneous  race,  teeming  millions  of  anxious 
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waiting  wuls  there  to  find  a  welcome  and  lay  thy 
foun^t^.  of  a  new  people,  a  new  Heaven  and  J 
IZ.^^'    ^'*  ^^^  '*'«"  *o  London  and  in  Hyde 

ti^e  Son  of  God  and  explain  thy  mission,  unfold  thy 
gans  and  appeal  to  the  heads  of  the  many  religious 
•  '*?  to  coK)perate  with  thee.  If  thou  art  weU  re- 
ceived  and  the  multitude  applaud  thee,  return  S  to 
anoent  Rome  to  purge,  cleanse  and  purify  heTiSy  r^ 
ligKnis  error,  overthrown  in  accordance  with  the  prL^ 
da  ly  prayers  The  reign  of  pomp,  vanity  and  Srrten- 
tiousness   replace   with   piety,  purity  and  peace     To 

amrn^^r^''^'''*"'  *^^^  ***°"  ™*»^"'  »n  Earthly 
nf  ♦«.?;  t^^^i  PT'  P""*="*  ^  ^^^^  a  royal  house 
of  true  religious  beliefs  and  a  pure  court  will  have  far! 
rcachmg  results  that  will  help  to  effectually  eradicate 
both  spiritual  and   material   corruptions   and  by  ex! 

Helois       Halt!     One    word.    Mercury.     Answer 
Jlla^risSe  lieT""'  ''  "  '~'~^  ^  "^^  *"  ^^Wy' 

scT^^t^is'^jJZV''''^  "^'"^  ^'''^^•"^  '"^ 
Helois  r<w»tf*;.    May  the  Gods  preserve  me. 
Mekcury.    Dost  object  to  the  marriage.  Helois? 

^Hel^s.    I  am  amazed  at  the  Gods'  decision.  Great 

Mercury     Be  not  astonished,  Helois.    Here's  the 
precedent,  from  Holy  Scripture:  "The  Sons  of  b^J 

t^    ^'*'t!^^*^7  °^  "*"»  *''**  ^*^y  ^^^  fair  and  they 
took  unto  themselves  wives,  all  of  which  they  choo«j " 

Helois  (aside).    I  do  not  choose. 


??^iW^S^*JF^ 


MICROCOPY   RESOIUTION   TfST  CHART 

(ANSI  and  ISO  rgST  CHART  No,  2) 


1.0 


I.I 


Ib 

ly^ 

■M 

■  50 

■■H 

i^ 

tim 

13^ 

1^ 

|16 

IK 

■  40 

r-° 

b 

«^uu 

i  1.8 

1.4 


1.6 


^  /APPLIED  IM^GE    Inc 

^S  1653  Eost  Main  Street 

S^S  Rochester.   New  York        14609      USA 

'-^  (7 1 6)   +82  -  0300 -Phone 

^S  (716)  288- 5989- Fa» 


58 


HELOIS 


Mercury. 
of  the  fair 
spouse. 


Attend,  I  will  discover  to  thee  the  image 
Virgin  predestined    to  be  thy  Earthly 


i., , 


[There  appears  a  vision  of  a  lovely  young 
Maiden  kneeling  in  rapturous  prayer^ 

Helois  (aside)-  Hal  May  the  Gods  guard  and 
guide  me  in  this  remarkable  venture. 

Mercury.  The  lady  is  a  devout  Christian,  very 
pious.    The  true  descendant  of  a  family  of  martyrs. 

Helois.  O,  Eminent  Mercury,  the  marriage  clause 
is  the  hardest  task  of  all.  My  love  for  Unice  is  as  a 
fixed  star.  To  be  uriited  to  an  Earthly  wife  would  be 
most  uncongenial,  be  she  ever  so  good  and  fair. 

Mercury.  Hast  forgotten  thy  purpose,  thy  moment- 
ous labour,  the  task  thou  hast  set  thyself  to  fulfill? 
What  if  it  cannot  be  accomplished  in  no  other  way  ? 

Helois.  I  have  not  forgotten  my  great  purpose. 
Mercury.  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  obey  the  Gods' 
instructions.  Marriage,  it  seems  to  me,  would  impede 
my  progress,  be  a  heavy  yoke.  I  marvel  at  that  proposi- 
tion. They  know  best,  no  doubt.  Tell  me,  my  Brother, 
does  my  Unice  know  of  this  intended  alliance? 

Mercury.  To  thy  question  I  can  give  an  unqualified 
no!    Nor  will  she  be  told  it  has  been  decreed. 

Helois  (aside).    For  that  I  am  devoutedly  thankful. 

Mercury.  I  will  hasten  my  return  and  report  thy 
objections  to  Earthly  marriage. 

Helois.  I  pray  thee,  Brother,  have  patience  with 
me.  I  am  perplexed,  but  I  have  no  intention  of  shirk- 
ing a  duty.  I  thank  ihee,  Great  Mercury,  for  thy 
message  and  information.  Tell  thy  fellows  I  will 
obey,  like  a  true  son  and  brother.    To  thee  alone,  my 


HELOIS 


59 


Noble  Brother  I  confess  I  relish  not  the  idea  of 
JEarthly  wedlock.  I  know  many  of  tJ.e  women  are 
beautiful,  pure  and  good  and  endowed  with  rare  gifts, 
but  I  desire  no  closer  ties,  no  intimacies.  But,  fear 
not,  I II  not  recant,  I'll  follow  the  Gods'  instructions  to 
the  letter. 

Mercury.  I  commend  thy  wise  resolutions,  Helois. 
1  would  however,  thou  didst  not  resent  so  bitterly  the 
proposed  Earthly  nuptial.  See,  again  I  give  thee  a 
glimpse  of  thy  intended  spouse.  Have  not  the  Gods 
chosen  well  for  thee?  Is  she  not  as  fair  as  a  Goddess? 
l^ortunate  Helois!  I  must  away.  Good  luck  to  all  thy 
projects!    Remember,  London  first.    Adieu! 

[Exit  Mercury.] 

Helois.  One  moment,  stay!  Ha,  he  is  gone!  True 
my  mission  on  earth  is  a  holy  one,  consequently  will 
be  full  of  Earthly  obstacles  and  trials.  I  must  be  pre- 
pared for  such.  This  coming  marriage  will  be  of  all 
trials  the  greatest.  Oh,  my  sweet  Unice!  May  thou 
never  know  I  have  been  compelled  even  for  righteous- 
ness sake  to  take  to  my  bosom  as  wife  another.  My  love 
for  thee  is  sincere  for  no  other  in  my  soul's  soul  can 
surplant  thee.  It  is  imperative.  I  obey  divine  commands, 
lo  London,  then,  without  delay. 
[Exit  Helois.] 


SCENE  III 

Hyde  Park,  London,  England  —  A  Crowd 
Gathered 

[Enter  Helois,  garbed  in  ancient  Romanish 
attire,  toga  and  sandals.  He  mounts  a 
raised  platform  and  at  once  commenced 
to  harrangue  the  assembly.] 


4 


6o 


HELOIS 


Helois.  Brethren,  Englishmen,  fellow  citizens,  friends 
all,  I  desire  undivided  attention  for  a  short  time.  I  am 
here  for  a  wise  purpose.  What  I  am  about  to  say  is 
for  your  benefit,  for  your  present  and  future  good, 
for  the  benefit  of  generations  to  come.  Listen,  atten- 
tively! I  have  descended  from  Heaven  to  help  you, 
to  teach  you,  inspire  you,  show  you  the  righteous  way 
to  live  to  gain  present  happiness  and  future  bliss.  To 
inform  ycu  I  am  he  who  was  promised  to  you,  God's 
Son.  The  one  who  chose  to  leave  Heaven  so  that  those 
who  are  in  doubt,  those  who  are  lost,  t  .ose  who  are 
seeking  the  right  way,  may  receive  divine  help  and 
strength  and  ultimately  obtain  Godly  power.  Human 
Souls'  rightful  heritage.  Verily,  I  say  to  you  all,  have 
faith  in  me,  feel  confident  of  my  power  and  you  may 
all  dwell  with  me  in  paradise  forever  more. 

[Loud  commotion,  deafening  yells,  noises, 
queries  and  rude  comments.] 

From  the  Crowd.  What  does  he  say?  He's  a 
God?  Why  he's  crazy.  He's  just  escaped  from  the 
madhouse.  Boo!  Pull  him  down.  Bah!  Yah!  He's 
luney !    Boo ! 

[Helois  strives  in  vain  to  stem  the  torrent  of 
abuse  and  pacify  the  angry  people.  The 
din  becomes  tremendous,  the  throng  mo- 
mentarily getting  stronger  and  more 
menacing.  The  rougher  element  giving 
each  other  moral  support.] 

The  Crowd  (shouting).  A  God,  indeed !  Yah !  The 
fool,  the  blighter,  the  bloomin'  'ound.  Like  his  infer- 
nal cheek.  Let's  introduce  him  to  Old  Nick.  Ha! 
Show  him  the  quick  way  to  hell.  Lynch  him!  Hang 
him !  Duck  the  fool !  Drowning  is  too  good.  Crucify 
him !  That's  the  short  remedy  for  Gods.  Look  at  his 
toggery.     (Laughter,   mocking  crys  and  ear-splitting 
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noises     Above  all  shouts  of :  The  Serpentine!  Duck 
nim,  chuck  'im  in ! 

[Ere  the  police  can  interfere,  a  number  of 
ruffians,  with  vile  oaths,  seize  Helois  lift 
him  bodily  shoulder  high  and  make  a 
dash,  though  much  impeded  by  the  sway- 
ing, surging  crowd,  for  the  lake,  with  the 
fierce  determination  of  hurling  him  head 
first  into  the  stream.    Amid  howls,  jeers, 
blood  curling  curses,  taunts,  yells,  foul 
maledictions    and    disgusting    impreca- 
tions, they  reach  the  water  edge.    Just 
as  they  raise  him  above  their  heads  for 
the  final  dash —  ' 

[Enter  Mercury.] 

[Mercury  is  unseen  by  the  excited  rabble 
He  snatches  the  fainting  and  all  most  ex- 
hausted Helois  from  their  murderous 
hands.  With  a  swift  wave  of  his  cad- 
ucus.  Ha,  presto!  he  makes  his  fellow 
God  invisible  and  the  mob  see  double.  He 
tosses  Helois'  outer  raiment  to  them 
They  shout,  tear,  pull,  and  drag  the  gar- 
ments in  frenzy.] 

[With  these  madmen's  curses  still  ringino^  in 
their  ears.  Mercury,  supporting  the  help- 
less Helois  in  his  arms,  ascends  from 
the  Earth,  leaving  behind  the  din,  wild 
confusion  and  disorder,  and  sped  with  the 
solemn  flight  of  angel  wings  through 
clouds  of  Earthly  gloom  into  the  pure  at- 
mosphere of  Heavenly  calm  on  their  way 
to  reach  High  Olympus.] 
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SCENE     IV 

The  Forum,  Golden  Square,  Celestial  City. 
High  Olympus. 

[An  assembly  of  Gods  and  Goddesses.  The 
great  commotion  on  the  terrestrial  sphere 
being  distinctly  audible  to  the  august 
assembly.  Unice,  with  Iter  weeping 
babes  is  kneeling  in  devotion  and  prayer 
for  her  husband's  safety,  when  lo! 

[Enter  Mercury,  bearing  in  his  arms  the 
limp  form  of  the  Noble  Helois.] 

Mercury.  Safe  at  last!  Attend  to  Helois.  He 
has  passed  through  a  terrible  ordeal.  The  infuriated 
mob  of  so-called  Christians  would  have  killed  him 
but  for  my  intervention.  They  mocked  and  jeered  him 
unmercifully  and  believe  not  he  is  a  God. 

[A  shout  from  all  in  chorus: 

Hail,  all  hail,  great  Helois,  noble. 
Husband,  brave  brother,  good  son — 
Welcome,  welcome  home!} 

[Unice  clasfs  Helois  in  loving  embrace  with 
true  wifely  solicitude  showering  caresses 
upon  him;  his  children  clinging  and  clam- 
oring for  a  kiss.] 

Helois.  Illustrious  Mercury,  I  thank  thee,  sweet 
brother,  for  thy  timely  aid.  How  fared  the  multitude  ? 
Did  they  injure  themselves  most  or  us? 

Mercury.  Themselves.  The  police,  their  gfuardians 
of  peace,  broke  up  the  rabble  by  breaking  their  heads. 
I  noticed  as  we  flew  from  their  unkind  attention. 
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Helois.  Poor  creatures !  They  know  not  what  they 
do.  We  must  forgive  them  and  have  mercy  upon 
them. 

Mercury.  Good  Helois,  ever  considerate  for  others. 
But  Its  my  opinion  that  if  from  the  days  of  Great 
Constantine,  Christians  have  not  learned  how  to  be- 
have themselves,  it  is  time  they  were  taught  lessons, 
and  by  drastic  measures,  too.  I  forgive  them.  I  know 
I  got  the  better  of  them  in  the  last  encounter.  They 
were  at  a  loss  to  understand  what  had  become  of  their 
mtended  victim,  when  they  had  him  so  tightly  fixed 
as  they  thought.  And  it  turned  out  to  be  only  his 
raiment;  his  physical  form  had  vanished  into  thin  air. 

[Chorus  of  voices: 

Hail,  all  hail,  thrice  welcome, 

Helois,  the  brave,  the  true. 

And  the  Illustrious  Mercury,  too!] 

Jupiter.  Welcome,  thrice  welcome,  my  son.  Feel 
not  dismayed  or  discouraged  at  what  on  the  surface 
may  appear  to  be  failure.  Thou  hast  acted  thy  part 
nobly  and  well ;  I  commend  thee. 

All  in  Chorus.  Helois,  the  brave,  thou  art  one  of 
the  most  noble  and  gallant  of  Gods. 

Mars.    Thou  are  truly  welcome  home,  Helois. 

Apollo.  Welcome,  valiant  Helois.  I  wish  I  had 
been  by  thy  side  to  have  soothed  the  fractious  crowd 
with  my  lute.  Music  hath  charms  to  sooth  savages,  it 
is  said.    I  would  have  tried  its  effects  upon  them. 

Bacchus.  A  thousand  welcomes.  I'll  toast  thee 
both,  the  intrepid  Helois  and  Mercury,  the  bold 
rescuer.  Yea,  toast  thee  in  wine,  five  fathoms  deep. 
Drink  to  thy  future  wellbeing  and  this  merry  meeting. 

CH02US.    All  hail,  all  hail. 
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aster     I  have  a  few  questions  to  ask.  I  have  discovered 
coL„k"T'  '"^  "^""°*  thoroughly  understand  fte 

the  CoH;  t  P"'^'*'  *°  "^'"^  ^^""^  an  assembly  of 
the  Gods.  I  never  remember  assisting  to  authorize 
such  decrees  as  I  find  written  here.  Her!  is  an  ext?art 
o  r!^HTn"r  *^"'  ?'^°'^  P^^^'aims  himself  the  Son 
Uind  Th.'  F  ^?u^''  '1  ^y^'  Park,  London.  Eng- 
T  \  I-  ?"^'''^  speakmg  people  are  considered 
the  leadmg  hghts  of  the  religious  world,  and  must 
first  hear  of  the  advent  of  a  God  and  so  firth  Then 
solemnly  advises  an  earthly  mar " 

fn^t^T""'  J^°'^'  P^-O'netheus.  read  no  more.  I 
forbid  thee.    Have  a  care!    Think  what  wouldst  thou 

mnlcf  K  "°  ^*'^°"u  ^  '^^"*'°"  »n  P"Wic  anything  thou 
mayst  have  read  that  is  written  in  that  scroll.  1  con" 
tess  I  forged  that  document.    I  acknowledge  no  such 

f.^!"^^?,;"""^.  ^y  *^^  ^^s-  I  d>d  it.  I  take  the 
responsibility  and  consequences.  I  was  moved  ^lely 
by  the  desire  to  save  Helois  from  violence  and  error 
I  tried  ineffectually  to  persuade  him  to  reconsiderTs 
H^r  r",'  J  ^as  aware  thy  noble  brother  did  not  un! 
derstand  Humanity's  nature  or  requirements.  I  felt  it 
J^uT         "^"  ""^  *°  enlighten  him  the  best  way  I 

ver^sarMercu^r    "^''^  ^^^^"'^'  ^^^^^  ^^ ^' 

sta^frf  thT'  V"I^  *°  "^^^  *^^  ^~^«^  Helo«  under- 
stand that  mankind  are  predestined  to  work  out  their 
own  salvation.    There  is  no  royal  road  to  redemptioi 

from  Jkh^  m'  P"^"^^*^°"'  and  happiness  c^mes 
trom  withm.    Man  is  a  universe  within  himself.    Hu- 

T^^I^a'  "°*  f?"y  aware  of  their  God-like  powers. 
Their  dormant  faculties  in  that  direction  are  ^t  yet 
unfolded.    Hence  it  often  takes  sharp  lessons   triads 
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ar„roXTe  "an«dr  1o°\r"r-r  ^ 

true  leeislators      An^  ..'     1^'   "'^"^.  w"ters  and 
"<:  ic^siators.     And  strengthen  the  r  fifis     Tt™ 

maybe,  m  a  few  thousand  yelrs  or  so  H^m!.;;,  ' 

be  prepared  for   the   advent   of  =.^1.^     xu'^  "^'' 
brethr«,.  to  get  Helois  back  totave^^f  .j^he  tnck. 

frS'b^  n?e:  ''"""^ '    "*"=  *">  '"«'™.  "^y  '™e 
comp£?dy?^™'  ""'"'y-  "'■y  -""St  thou  fool  me  so 

^ee^X|„  a1.Ver'C:W  facX^^^^^^^ 
being  preached  at,  my  grave  Helois.  ^  "  ^° 

Unice.     O.  my  beloved,  chide  Great  Mercurv  n.. 
T\    ^'^'^l^'^^^r.^^irn  enough.    I  Luld  l7oulcl 
com  honied  phrases  to  praise  him  and  telfmy  bl  ss  It' 
elysmm  to  have  thee  in  these  arms  again^^ 

Helois.  My  star,  by  own  wife,  thv  faithfulness  and 
J^y  disarms  all  resentment.  What  Mercury  dd  he 
djd^inlove.    I  am  confident  of  that.    I'll  rebuke  hfrn  no 


66 


HELOIS 


Prometheus.  Thinkcst  thou  we  have  had  fair  play, 
Mercury  ? 

Mercury.  Proud  Prometheus,  if  in  doubt,  take  my 
caduceus  and  office.  Serve  the  Gods  in  my  capacity 
thyself. 

Prometheus.  Ah!  Illustrious  One,  full  well  thou 
knowest  thy  power,  thy  versatile  gifts,  and  that  I,  or 
any  other  could  never  hope  to  surplant  thee.  There 
is  no  need  for  quarrel.  I  pray  thee,  forgive  my  rash 
speeches.  I  know  full  well  all  thou  hast  done  was 
done  by  thee  for  the  best.    Let  us  be  friends  for  aye. 

Mercury.  My  hand  and  heart  on  that.  I  love  thee 
even  if  thou  reproach  me,  Prometheus. 

Adonis.  Helois,  my  noble  friend,  let  me  welcome 
thee.    Thric*.  welcome  home! 

Daphne.  I  welcome  thee,  Brave  Helois,  for  sweet 
Unice's  sake,  as  well  as  mine  own.  (Embraces  him.) 

Adonis  (aside  to  Daphne^.  Fair  Nymph,  now  may 
I  hope  for  pure  reciprocation?  There  is  no  need  for 
delay.    Marry  me  today ! 

Daphne.  Have  patience,  sweet  Adonis.  I  fear  me 
if  I  too  readily  agree  to  wedlock  thou  wilt  swiftly 
ravish  my  maiden  charms  which  now  so  enrapture 
thee,  then  tire  and  give  to  captivating  Venus  the  tender 
bliss  I  alone  should  enjoy  forever. 

Adonis.  Dainty  Daphne,  no  need  for  further  dal- 
liance. Thou  knowest  full  well  my  deep  affection. 
Come,  consent,  while  reunion  and  joy  reverbrate  in 
the  air.    I  have  been  of  great  patience,  sweet  one. 

Daphne.  O  fie  this  haste,  I'll  not  promise  yet.  O, 
love,  be  not  cast  down.     I'll  be  kind  anon. 
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Adonis.  One  kiss  to  seal  the  compact.  Ah!  Pretty 
one!  I  have  thee  now!  Thou  art  mine  forever !  rrArv 
embrace  and  kiss.)  ^y^^i  {t ney 

[Enter  procession  of  Musician.c  Heralds 
Pages,  Nymphs  and  attendants.] 

[Juno  and  Jupiter  are  enthroned  and  lov- 
ingly watch  the  proceedings.] 

Jupiter.  Friends,  I  take  great  pleasure  on  this 
cemed^;;'thuT'°"  '°  °^?''  congratulations  to  all  con! 
thi?.  hi  fnn^  ^PP^  '"""l""-  ^^y  Q"*^'"  anJ  I  desire 
h!t  1^  •  forgiveness  for  wrongs  and  mistakes  and 
that  love,  joy,  peace  and  concord  rule  among  us  all. 
Let  everyone  thoroughly  enjoy  the  present  pleasure- 

[Great  applause.] 

[Venus  presents  choice  bouquets  to  the 
Mighty  Jupiter  and  the  Stately  Juno.] 

[Diana  Hebe,  Hvacine,  Dora  and  Flora 
deck  the  brows  of  Helois  and  Unice 
mth  huge  garlands  of  snow-white  blos- 
soms. The  lovely  spotlessness  of  the 
flowers  typifying  the  purity  of  their  mu- 
tual love.] 

[A  chorus  of  Nymphs,  etc.,  chant  praises 
to  the  power,  might  and  victories  of  the 
unconquered  Jupiter.  Alternately  ex- 
tohng  the  her.  '  h  of  the  noble  Helois.] 

[Apollo  charms    the    ears  of  the  assembly 
•mth  the  sweet  cadence  of  his  divine  lute 
while  Bacchus,  zvith  attendant  maidens 
passes  the  loving  cups  filled  to  the  brim 
with  ambrosial  nectar.] 
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[Venus  at  length  challenges  the  valiant  Mars 
to  a  terpsichorean  combat  which  is 
readily  accepted,  and  dancing  proceeds 
with  great  enthusiasm.] 

[Cheers,  laughter,  songs,  music,  and  dancing 
fills  the  time,  and  all  goes  merrily  as  mar- 
riage bells.  Care  is  banished:  joy  reigns 
supreme  on  High  Olympus,  the  sacred 
dwelling  place  of  the  Gods.] 

finis 


